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Letter of Support for the Completion of the Fieldhouse Multipurpose Facility

Whereas, The University Union Fieldhouse has served as a hub for a multitude of NAU’s
valuable departments and resources including but not limited to Career Development, the Office
of Inclusion, Peer Jacks, SUN Entertainment, and the Veteran Success Center;

Whereas, Being located in an ideal location for student access, the Fieldhouse plays a key role in

student engagement and wellbeing. This includes promoting a positive relationship with the




Flagstaff community, increasing student interest in attending NAU, enhancing student
experience, and using and promoting sustainable resources and practices;

Whereas, The completion of the Multipurpose Facility at the NAU Fieldhouse will boost
engagement and cooperation with the Flagstaff community, including Flagstaft-based ice sports
organizations such as the Flagstaff Avalanche, Flagstaff Youth Hockey Association, and the
Flagstaff Figure Skating Club;

Whereas, The completion of the Facility will foster a stronger relationship with the community
and City of Flagstaff, bringing opportunities to collaborate, host ice sports tournaments, and
elevate NAU’s role in Flagstaff;

Whereas, The completion of an ice rink at the NAU Fieldhouse will foster a more competitive
environment at NAU, ensuring that NAU can remain competitive with Arizona State University
and the University of Arizona;!

Whereas, NAU Ice Jacks hockey games hosted at the Jay Lively Ice Center often have 675-800
student attendees.” By having the games on campus, it benefits the student body by promoting
student safety, increasing accessibility to events for all students, generating more on-campus
activities, and creating a sense of school spirit and pride on-campus;

Whereas, A second ice rink in Flagstaff would alleviate the current strain on the Jay Lively Ice
Center, which currently operates from SAM to 1AM daily;

Whereas, Flagstaff features a four-season climate, but the only winter-specific recreation and

sporting venues, the Arizona Snowbowl and the Jay Lively Ice Center, are inaccessible to many
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students due to their distances from campus, limited capacity,’ high costs,* current land
arrangements issues,> and limited public use times;®

Whereas, There are over 4,800 signatures from the student body and the Flagstaff community to
support the completion of the facility;’ 8

Whereas, The completion of the facility will allow over 25 different activities and intramural
sports, including but not limited to: intramurals, ice hockey, ice skating, figure skating, open
skating, curling, sled hockey, broomball, batting cages, summer camps, trade shows, and career
fairs;’

Whereas, In 2017, the NAU Union Fieldhouse installed piping and cooling for an ice rink,
totaling $750,000. Another $456,000 has been spent on pre-construction and design fees. An
additional $1.4 million has been allocated for renovations of locker rooms, bathrooms, and

flooring;'”
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Whereas, In order to finish the construction of the new rink the facility needs: an ice chiller,
construction of a Zamboni garage, and at least one Zamboni. The total estimated cost is
approximately $3.7 million;'!

Whereas, The completion of the Fieldhouse Multipurpose Facility fits well-within NAU’s
sustainability goals and 2030 carbon neutrality goals, with plans to use chillers that greatly
reduce NAU’s electricity use and carbon emissions;

Whereas, The chillers have the ability to be connected to thermal ice storage facilities which can
be constructed in the North Campus Heating Complex. These facilities have the ability to freeze
eight feet by six feet blocks of ice at night when electricity is cheaper, which can then be melted
throughout the day to cool off the entirety of North Campus in place of air conditioning;'?
Whereas, The thermal ice storage facilities are already in use at the University of Arizona,
cutting electricity costs and fostering a more climate-friendly campus;'?

Whereas, The completion of the Fieldhouse Multipurpose Facility will allow NAU to host
Olympic level athletes, boosting NAU’s international athletics reputation, increase NAU’s
athletic recruitment capabilities, promote NAU’s role in ice sports, create opportunities for NAU
to create additional ice sports teams, and boost NAU’s revenue similar to the Wall Aquatic

Center;'*
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Therefore, be it Resolved by the Associated Students of Northern Arizona University: That
NAU to prioritize the search for donors and outside funds to support the remaining cost of the
project;

Be It Further Resolved, That NAU re-prioritize the completion of the Fieldhouse Multipurpose

Facility in the NAU 10-Year Master Plan from Tier 3 to Tier 1.!°
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