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Title of Resolution: Resolution advising against signing the Compact for Academic Excellence
in Higher Education

Whereas: NAU has a deep commitment to admissions for all students who demonstrate college
readiness and has developed numerous programs to provide equal opportunities, regardless of a
student’s identity; NAU does not treat “certain groups as categorically incapable of performing,”
but instead makes it possible for more students to access the transformative power of a college
education. Higher education promotes the health and sustainability of democracy (Perrin &
Gillis, 2019; Sanborn & Thyne, 2013);

Whereas: A true “marketplace of ideas” comes when we make possible a “free trade of ideas” as
Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. said in 1919, where many different ideas
compete for truth in open exchange, and are never restricted by government censorship;

Whereas: The Compact proposes replacing the disciplinary and pedagogical expertise and
integrity of faculty with a federally mandated, one-size-fits all set of values. NAU Faculty, as
highly trained experts on the social, intellectual, and economic needs of society must remain
dynamic and independent to meet the challenges of tomorrow;

Whereas: This proposed Compact runs counter to Shared Governance and to the autonomy of
our Institution and Faculty. Restrictions on curriculum, admissions, and hiring do not serve the

rapidly evolving social and economic needs of NAU’s students or the communities we serve;

Therefore: The Faculty Senate at Northern Arizona University advises against NAU signing on
to the Compact for Excellence in Higher Education.
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