NAU Faculty Senate

Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 12, 2004
Opening:

Senate President Larry Mohrweis called the meeting of the NAU Faculty Senate, Summer 2004, to order at 3:00 p.m. in the Pattea room.
Members Present:  Roger Bacon, Virginia Blankenship, Joseph Boles, Jeff Carrico, Charles Connell, Mary Dereshiwsky, Barry Lutz, Nando Schellen, Karen Sealander, Martin Sommerness, Marsha Yowell, and ex-officio members NAU President John Haeger and Provost Liz Grobsmith.
Members Absent:  Marge Conger, Pauline Entin, Marcus Ford, Kelley Hays-Gilpin, Denver Hospodarsky, Chunye Lee, , Michael Ort, Lon Owen, Jon Reyner, David Sherry.
Others Present:  David Camacho, Patrick Deegan, Susan Fitzmaurice, Bill Grabe, Ed Hood.  
Approval of Minutes and Agenda:  Senate President Larry Mohrweis asked for approval of the minutes from the previous meeting.  Motion was made and seconded to approve corrected minutes.  Motion Passed.  Motion made and seconded to approve agenda.  Motion Passed.
Opening President/Vice President Comments: Senate President Larry Mohrweis thanked those who have been showing up for the summer Senate meetings and said it has been an interesting summer.  He introduced Ed Hood who gave a brief update on the lawsuit, Rudebusch vs Hughes which is still pending resolution.
Redesigning Arizona’s University System: Susan Fitzmaurice and William Grabe reviewed the proposal submitted by The Northern Arizona Task Force on Higher Education to ABOR.  A Plan for the Future of Higher Education is an alternative plan that dispenses with the concept of regional universities and instead emphasizes a flexible approach to grow the system as demand grows. It also calls for ASU-West to become a four-year university.  Susan Fitzmaurice asked for support and ideas from the Senate about the proposal.
Reception Cost Payment:  Senate President Larry Mohrweis said that the Senate has an outstanding balance at the Inn at NAU for Dona Van Dyke’s reception held back in March.  The bill is for $522.00.  He concluded that there may have been a misinterpretation of the budget guidelines that this expense could be paid out of local funds.  President Haegar said that his office would look into it.
Other Topics:  Senate Parliamentarian Roger Bacon proposed several possible changes to the By-Laws for review.  These will be on the agenda for the full Senate meeting in September.
Comments from the President:  President Haeger stated that he is more involved with the state level discussion on the redesign and said that other states are seeing similar changes as well including issues such as accessibility for the future, higher education costs with limited budgets and re-categorizing universities.  He also mentioned that the Carnegie Foundation is rethinking their system and changes may occur that could affect the proposed redesign.  He was pleased with how the June ABOR meeting went with the approval of capitol projects and staff raises.  He is cautiously optimistic about fall enrollment numbers. President Haeger said the Patriot Act will have an effect on international students.  They will have to pay a fee starting fall 2005 to register with the Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS).   
Comments from the Provost: Provost Grobsmith said that the Committee for Oversight of Implementation has been working on getting the six colleges adequately staffed.  The Provost office is almost finished with the travel award program.  There will be three turnarounds per year and requests will be awarded according to certain criteria to ensure it is done fairly.
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:46 p.m.  The next meeting will be from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Monday, September 13, 2004 in the Student Union in the Kaibab room.
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