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Faculty Senate Executive 

Committee Meeting Minutes

January 28, 2008
Please email corrections to Faculty.Senate@nau.edu  

1. Call to order: 






Blase Scarnati 
President Blase Scarnati called the meeting of the NAU Faculty Senate Executive Committee to order in the Patea Room of the Blome Building at 3:04 pm.
Those Present: Bill Culbertson (Secretary), Marcus Ford (At-Large), Rich Lei (Vice President), Larry Mohrweis (Treasurer), Blase Scarnati (President), Karen Sealander (At-Large), Marsha Yowell (Past President), Liz Grobsmith (Provost), John Haeger (President), Sara Bickell, Jean Boreen, Rebecca Cole, Mason Gerety, and Susanna Maxwell. 
2. Acceptance of Agenda  





Blase Scarnati 

President Scarnati presented the agenda which was accepted by unanimous consent.  He then presented the minutes of the January 7th Faculty Senate Executive Committee meeting which were also accepted by unanimous consent pending corrections cited.   

3.  Opening Comments  






Rich Lei
Vice President Rich Lei announced that both he and Marsha Yowell attended the January ABOR meeting.  The big issue this spring will be the budget which is in the preliminary stages at this time.  He will update the Senate as more is known.  

4. Athletic Task Force       



    Sarah Bickell/Mason Gerety
Associate Vice President Sarah Bickel and Mason Gerety, Dean of the WA Franke School of Business presented an overview of the work of the President’s Athletic Task Force.  They discussed the makeup of the committee, the focus of the committee and their recommendations to the President.  They entertained questions in which the subject of carbon neutral issues and funding arose.  When asked if this area was taken into consideration Mason said that the matter of carbon neutral buildings had been looked at per state and university mandates.  However other carbon neutral issues had not been taken into account.  They would like to bring this presentation to the full Senate at which time Jim Fallis, NAU’s Athletic Director will also be available for answering questions and concerns.  
5. Release of Student Academic Information to Parents
Jean Boren/Rebecca Cole
Rebecca Cole and Jean Boren addressed the topic of the release of information to parents and the controversy surrounding this topic.  The issue has grown in recent years and needs to be addressed in a uniform way.  They discussed the procedures currently used as well as measures that have been discussed for the future.  
6. Comments from the President




John Haeger
President Haeger announced that the search for the Vice President for Advancement will be starting.  They will be moving rapidly in order to have someone ready to begin in early October 2008.

The State Budget is still a very real concern.  The House and Senate and the Governor’s office have different approaches to solving the deficit.  It appears at this time, the two branches are not in discussions.  He did address the issue and what is being considered and how those proposals may affect our university budget.  Pat Haeuser and others are working on various guiding principles and strategies the university will use in moving forward. 

Laura Huenneke has been named as Vice President for Research.
The ABOR meeting was relatively unexceptional for NAU with the exception of the budget issues and the research building in Yuma which will be going before the board in March and is scheduled for an April groundbreaking.  Questions arose regarding the status of the Yuma campus.  
7. Comments from the Provost 




Liz Grobsmith

Provost Grobsmith informed the Senate on the progress of ABOR’s Academic Affairs Committee.  The first meeting went very well and she looks forward to more of the same.  The discussion of tenure arose regarding the fact that women and minorities are tenured at a lower rate.  Also discussed was the Academic Strategic Plan requested by the committee.  They are working on providing a template to assist in the development of the plan which is expected to be finalized by summer.

There is a search underway for an Interim Dean of the College of Engineering and Natural Sciences which was prompted by Laura Huenneke’s departure.  A search firm has been retained to assist in the search for a Dean. 

The search for a Dean of Nursing has begun.  There are three applicants at this time.  

Steve Collier will be back on campus to discuss the expansion of the health field.  

She also reported that there will also be a Director of Summer Sessions; this is a work in progress.       
5. Announcements/New Business




Blase Scarnati 

There being no announcements or new business the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.  
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