
 
Detachment 027 Alumni 

In an interview with 2nd Lieutenant Brillhart, he gave great insight 
as to what it is like being an officer in the United States Air Force 
as well as how to be successful in ROTC. Lieutenant Brillhart 
commissioned in May 2018 and was stationed at Vance Air Force 
base as a 92TO (student pilot). On average, he works 12-16 hours a 
day, sometimes as much as 80 hours per week! He says that it is 
imperative to stay motivated and understand the importance of 
what you are doing. While his days are long, sometimes he only 
gets to fly once per week. Lieutenant Brillhart is currently flying 
the T-6 in Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) in which he has 
flown at 270 knots and has pulled up to 6 G’s! While he is loving 
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his job, Lieutenant Brillhart has goals for his future in the military and is currently 
working towards making sure he is competitive in his class and ensuring he is 
assigned a fighter jet. The fighter he aspires to fly is the F-35 because of the 
versatility and capability of the aircraft which makes it most likely to be deployed 
first in the future. These high-standing goals and achievements all began here in 
Flagstaff at our very own Detachment 027.  

As a Detachment 027 alumni, Lieutenant Brillhart has had ample 
opportunities which prepared him for commissioning and becoming a United 
States Air Force Officer. Lieutenant Brillhart expressed how lucky he feels coming 
from a detachment that prepared him so well for the Active Duty lifestyle. 
Lieutenant Brillhart said that not only did Detachment 027 provide him with the 
skills to involve himself with many different types of people, but he also assumed 
the role of Wing Commander which helped him understand the importance of 
working closely with his team and getting to know his people.  Additionally, 
Lieutenant Brillhart discussed how grateful he is for having the ability to take on 
such large and authority-filled leadership roles in the detachment which provided 
him the opportunity to lead in his own style. Outside of ROTC, Lieutenant 
Brillhart emphasized the importance of getting involved in leadership roles in 
non-military affiliated organizations.  Additionally, he said that it’s extremely 
important to develop people skills with those outside the military and taking on 
those leadership roles in the Detachment is an excellent way to develop those 
skills.  
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Some advice Lieutenant Brillhart said he wished he knew before joining the 
Air Force is that having a rated slot meant much less of a leadership-oriented 
career, and more of a profession based career.  Indeed, he indicated that not only is 
it important to understand what the job duties include, but it is critical to know 
what your superior expects from your job performance.  Even after graduating 
college, schooling does not stop, on Lieutenant Brillhart’s first day as an officer he 
received hours of briefings and lectures in preparation for his job.  His greatest 
advice for cadets going through the program is: work hard!  ROTC is hard, but it is 
an excellent way to prepare for Active Duty.  

Lieutenant Brillhart emphasized the importance of working hard to get a 
good job in the Air Force as well as to be respected by your superiors and 
subordinates. In closing, Lieutenant Brillhart stated, “You get out what you put 
in!” 
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 POW/MIA Run 
 
In honor of those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, every year the cadets 

of Detachment 027 participate in the POW/MIA run.  The POW/MIA run is a long 
standing tradition at Detachment 027 that requires every cadet in the wing to 
uniformly run behind the American flag in absolute silence to reflect on those who 
became a prisoner in war and/or went missing in action.   This year the cadet wing 
silently ran down the Flagstaff Urban Trail into Sinclair’s Wash where they then 
performed POW/MIA push-ups halfway into the run before silently returning back 
to the Walkup Skydome proud to have honored the fallen airmen before them.  
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9/11 Tower Challenge  
On September 11, Detachment 027 participated for the fourth year in the 

9/11 Tower Challenge at the Walkup Skydome. This challenge consisted of 
climbing stairs to remember the heroes who gave their lives 18 years ago climbing 
the stairs of the World Trade Towers to save the lives of others.  Detachment 027 
continues to participate in the 9/11 Tower Challenge to respect those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. 
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Air Force Birthday 
 
The world’s greatest Air Force was formed September 18th, 1947, and 

turned 72 years old this year on September 18th!   Detachment 027 celebrated this 
special occasion by having a warrior day competition that included a series of 
intense physical activities such as ranger sit-ups, push-ups, log carry, rifle runs, and 
pugil stick melee combat.  
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POW/MIA Ceremony and Vigil 
 

On September 19th, Detachment 027 carried out the tradition of honoring and 
remembering the prisoners of war and missing in action during the annual 
POW/MIA ceremony. Cadets listened to guest speaker, Lt Col Brian Dicks speak 
about the significance of this ceremony and watched Color Guard perform the 
POW/MIA ceremony. In addition to the ceremony, a vigil took place outside the 
detachment. Cadets took shifts guarding the United States and POW/MIA flags for 
24 continuous hours.  
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Community Involvement 
On September 24th, cadets of Detachment 027 made an impact on their 

community by partnering with the Discover Flagstaff team to clean the streets. The 
Highlanders involved picked up 110lbs of trash and debris on Fourth Street around 
Fratelli Pizza. Much of the trash was non-biodegradable materials such as plastics 
and broken glass which would have not degraded into the environment for another 
several thousand years! The Highlanders are very thankful for Carrie Nelson and 
her team at Discover Flagstaff for helping to direct our airpower towards such a 
noble cause. 

 

Upcoming Events! 

Dining In: November 9th 

(Contact C/Baxter for more information) 
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