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Luke AFB Mudder 
 

On November 3, 2017, the 

Highlanders traveled to Phoenix to 

compete in the annual Mudder hosted 

by Luke AFB. Shortly after arriving, 

the cadets saw that this was no ordinary 

obstacle course. They were going to be 

pushed not only physically but 

mentally. The Mudder consisted of two 

hundred pound dummies, blind mazes, 

rope climbing, powerful water hoses, and, of course, dirt. Despite the grime 

of the unforgiving course, the Highlanders conquered every inch of it. 

Some traversed in ABUs, some in skinny jeans. No matter the uniform, 

they all wore the mud with pride. However, just completing the course 
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wasn’t the goal. Winning was the goal and in order to win, you had to be 

fast. The four cadets known as “Team Diver-City” were just that, fast. 

Achieving the best time of the day, cadets John Bennett, Jaston Kirchner, 

Elijah Perleberg, and Deon Peeples brought the Luke AFB Mudder trophy 

back to Detachment 027. Congratulations to all of the cadets who drove to 

Luke and showed what the Northern Arizona Universtiy Highlanders are 

made of. 

 

 

 

 

 Army FTX 

This was my second FTX, and I plan on doing them in the future. When you’re crawling 

in the dirt or sleeping in the cold it isn’t ideal, but it’s a great experience every cadet should try. 

You get to learn what the Army does in a short time. My favorite part is just hanging out with the 

other Army cadets and learning what they do. I loved being in the wilderness hanging out with 

my friends and learning how to navigate and perform first aid on people who are injured. 

-C/3C Kyle Dennis  

 

Army FTX was an experience to say the least; it was full of activities and sleep 

deprivation. We started our time there by getting to know our squads and eating dinner. We then 

put our rucksacks on and began our march into the woods. We continued to find our area in 

which we would set up for the night and proceeded into the correct positions. We took shifts to 

sleep while the temperature dropped to what felt like below freezing. We proceeded to be 

awakened and continued through our procedures and to our lanes. I really enjoyed running lanes. 

Lanes are basically different exercises to test leadership in the Army cadets that are in their third 

year. My favorite lane was taking a house and clearing it. I think it was the most successful lane 

we performed. Overall, I am glad I am in Air Force ROTC and found a new appreciation for 

Army Infantry. 

-C/4C Brynne Peters 

 On 09-10 Nov 2017, eight AFROTC cadets attended AROTC FTX. This was a very new 

and different experience. I went into it having no idea what to expect. We loaded up our 

rucksacks and drove to Prescott as it was held on Embry-Riddle’s campus. There was a lot going 

on and you just had to roll with it and do what they said. I learned a lot those two days, which 

was what I went there to do. I made friends with some Army cadets as well. We ate some 

delicious MRE’s (everyone’s favorite) and I believe we all had a good experience.  

-C/4C Samantha Sund 
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ARCON 
From November 10th to the 12th, Arnold Air Society 

members and candidates and their Silver Wings counterparts 

traveled to the vibrant city of Las Vegas for the Area Conclave 

located there this year. This was a great opportunity for both 

Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings members at NAU to 

interact with each other. It was also an opportunity to meet 

other Arnold Air Society/Silver Wings cadets or members 

from other detachments across the Southwest region of the 

United States. Meetings were hosted concerning goals for both 

organizations. They also discussed the state of both Arnold 

Air Society and Silver Wings and how they could better work 

together as sister organizations. For the Arnold Air Society 

candidates and associate members of Silver Wings, this was a 

very eye-opening experience as they learned more about why 

the relationship between the two organizations is very 

important to the fulfillment of the mission of the United States 

Air Force. But ARCON is more than just “death by PowerPoint.” Cadets and members alike got 

to travel downtown and see and explore the sights of the Las Vegas Strip. Although some good 

things had to come to an end, the fun didn’t end for the cadets. They also went to the air show at 

Nellis Air Force Base as the last event of the day.  

-C/4C Jacob Park 

AAS Candidate 

 

Have you ever heard of Silver Wings or Arnold Air Society? 

Have you ever heard of ARCON? If not, that is perfectly alright 

because I am going to tell you a little about what I know! This is a 

secret… Silver Wings is an organization that was founded upon the 

values of personal and professional development and civic awareness. 

It is a civilian-focused club that emphasizes on the concept of 

community. A lot of community service and joint partnerships with 

the military and military/civilian events are involved. Arnold Air 

Society is an organization that was founded to help Air Force ROTC 

cadets grow themselves into better cadets. It is similar to Silver 

Wings regarding the concept of community, but it contains more 

military involvement and only AFROTC cadets can join. This is 

because a lot of pride is taken into learning everything there is possibly to know about the Air 

Force. Both Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings work together as much as possible to ensure a 

strong partnership with one another. We learn, grow, and gain different perspectives by doing so. 

So now let's talk about ARCON! “ARCON” stands for Area Region Conclave. In simpler terms, 

it is a conference that occurs every year at a different location within a region. This year I 

attended the ARCON at Las Vegas, Nevada, because I am in Region 10. At ARCON, the first 

thing you notice is that there is a mixture between AFROTC cadets and civilians. This was really 
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cool to witness because within the Air Force civilians will at times have to work with those in the 

military or vice versa to complete a certain goal! Making connections with people from different 

parts in the region was definitely beneficial and rewarding! Nonetheless, the purpose of ARCON 

is to go over rules and regulations in both Arnold Air Society and Silver Wings, vote for people 

who have run for a certain position for next year’s ARCON, vote on logos, vote on venue places, 

and vote on different regional policies. In addition, many business meetings are held throughout 

the day. In these meetings, all ARCON regional positions are described descriptively, everyone 

gives advice on how to better improve Silver Wings or Arnold Air as a whole. We go through 

regional data regarding membership in each part of the region and we also go over any questions 

pertaining to anything Silver Wings or Arnold Air. Later in the evening, we had guest speakers 

such a Majors, Colonels, and Generals who provided inspiring speeches on dedication and 

leadership. We had a banquet where we sat with different military officers. At that time, we were 

able to ask them questions and make connections. Finally, we had a day and a half to walk 

around Las Vegas and have fun! 

-C/4C Jennifer Hernandez 

Silver Wings Associate 

 

What Cadets are Thankful for  
This Thanksgiving, we at The Eagle decided to take a look at what the cadets of 

Detachment 027 are thankful for. It was a privilege getting to hear from our fellow cadets and 

better understand what they most valued this holiday season. Here are a few of the responses we 

got to “What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving?” 

 

Cadet Meehan: “Family and friends and the support system that has given me the opportunities 

to accomplish what I have accomplished.” 

 

Cadet Kirchner: “I have car, a dog, a scholarship, a girlfriend and a nice place to live… it’s 

chill’n right now.” 

 

Cadet Castleman: “Family, friends and the capacity to serve.” 

 

Cadet Solusod: “To go home and visit my family. It’s been awhile since I’ve seen them so it’s 

going to be awesome getting to visit.” 

 

Cadet Mertz: “For seeing my family who I haven’t seen in two months and for everyone in 

ROTC.”   

 

Cadet Leddy: “For the support of my friends and family. My family has always been there for 

me during the highs, lows, ins and outs.”  

 

-C/4C Sabrina Hersey 

 


