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Captain Rohlman 

When most cadets look at 

Captain Matthew D. Rohlman 

they see our new Commander 
of Education Flight; to those 
who know him a bit better, a 

friendly face always willing to 
lend a helping hand. Behind 

the man, however, is an 
interesting history and an 
insight into leadership that we 

can all benefit from taking a 
better look at.  

 
Captain Rohlman spent most of his childhood in the 
suburbs of Denver, Colorado. He was the younger of two 

siblings, having an older sister. As a teenager Capt. 
Rohlman attended a military high school in Salina, Kansas, 
where he was greatly influenced by one of his favorite 

instructors, a good natured track coach/ government 
teacher. After graduating, Capt. Rohlman attended the 

University of Northern Colorado where he realized his 
desire to join the military. Originally an English major, 
Capt. Rohlman was assigned a rather lengthy research 

paper in one of his freshman writing classes; the topic was 
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open ended and he chose to write about the My Lai Massacre in Vietnam in 
1968. While writing this he came to the conclusion that “Good people can do 

some awful things… and the only thing that keeps them from doing awful 
things is if leadership does the right thing” and that “If bad things are going to 

happen in the world, I’d like to be there to make sure good prevails.” After 
spending time in the Army ROTC program at the University of Northern 
Colorado and having been influenced by literary works such as The Long Gray 

Line and The Lords of Discipline, Capt. Rohlman decided he wanted to attend a 
more military-focused institution and found his fit at The Citadel in 
Charleston, South Carolina. While at The Citadel he studied Political Science 

and International Affairs, earning a BA in Political Science. An interesting fact 
about our Capt. Rohlman is that he almost didn’t finish his time at The 

Citadel. After reading Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, Capt. 
Rohlman went through a Zen phase where he was inspired to leave The Citadel 
and study Philosophy back home in Colorado. Fortunately for us, his 

grandmother talked him out of it.  
 Upon Graduation, Capt. Rohlman was sent to Vandenberg Air Force 

Base, California, to begin his training as a Missileer. After completion of 
training, his first assignment was at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Montana, 
where he served as Missile Combat Crew Commander, as well as an ICBM 

Instructor, gaining valuable leadership and technical experience. While there 
he also completed his MBA from Trident University International, Cypress, 
California. Prior to his current posting at Detachment 027, Capt. Rohlman was 

stationed at Joint Base Langley Eustis, Virginia, where he served as Chief of Air 
Operations Center (AOC) Weapon System (WS) Test Evaluation, AOC 

Sustainment Branch. It was in Virginia that Capt. Rohlman welcomed his three 
children, James, Eli and Ada. Looking for something geared more toward family 
life led Capt. Rohlman to find the ROTC program and requested an instructor 

position, bringing him to us here at Detachment 027.  
 If there is any piece of wisdom Capt. Rohlman can impart on the world it 
is to never stop learning. “Don’t wait for school, the military, or other people to 

educate you. Go out there and educate yourself. Read as much as you can, ask 
as many questions as you can… don’t think that education is only an 

institutional exercise, it is a constant exercise.” We can all learn a great deal 
from Capt. Rohlman, be it leadership, wingmanship or a good book 
recommendation. He’s our go-to man. 

By C/4C Sabrina Hersey 
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The Arnold Air Experience  

To start things off, Arnold Air Society is a professional, 

honorary, service organization advocating the support of 

aerospace power.  Helping cadets acquire warrior knowledge, 
confidence, and leadership skills is one of the most important 

goals in Arnold Air.  Arnold Air provides us with the 
opportunity to gain knowledge and experience in the field.  
The on-going training prepares us to successfully implement 

these skills throughout our ROTC career and active duty.  
The pressure, stress and high expectations of this program 
provides you with an amazing learning experience. On top of 

that, you are able to collaborate with other cadets and build relationships that 

allow you to work as a team, a team that you get to call family!   

Last year, I went through the candidate training program and to be completely 
honest, I had no idea what I was getting myself into.  However, I knew I had to 

be part of this Society and work hard, along with other fellow candidates, to get 
through it.  In addition, I studied my warrior knowledge every day, and when 
Friday came, my fellow candidates and I would get together hours before 

candidate class to study and prepare 
ourselves for the night.  Furthermore, it 

wasn’t always a stressful experience. 
Sometimes we would volunteer and 
hang out with the actives.  For example, 

going shooting, swimming, running and 
so on.  After months of training, 
December finally came around and my 

fellow candidates and I were initiated 
and became an active of the Arnold Air 

Society.   

Going through all that training and preparation has really helped me become 

the cadet I am today.  I take my knowledge and experience from candidate 
class and apply that to my ROTC career and everyday life.   This extraordinary 

experience has helped me gain knowledge, experience, friends, motivation, and 
career goals.  I learned to be more efficient and effective managing my time and 
not giving up.  Now, I get to experience candidate class backstage as an active.  

This new opportunity allows me to provide training to new candidates.  As a 
trainer, I am able to implement effective strategies, observe what goes behind 
the training schedule, and what we want to accomplish every night.  Arnold Air 

is an incredible experience that you will not find anywhere else.    

By C/3C Rodrigo Valencia 
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Upcoming Event: Combat Dining-In 

 

Who’s excited for Dining In?! 

I know I am. We have our 
very own chance to see what 

a combat environment is. 
There will be food, the Grog, 

an obstacle course, a 

mission, oh and did I 
mention modified uniforms? 
Yeah that’s right, you can 

come in whatever crazy 
uniform you can imagine, whether that be half uniform-half batman, another 

service uniform, or whatever else you can think of.  

You won’t want to miss this opportunity, October 21st at 1000. During 

Operation Santa Claus, you will have fun, grow closer as a flight and get to 

know more people in the detachment. At Combat Dining In, we will be 

performing a humanitarian mission, and proceeds will be donated to a local 

charity here in Flagstaff; therefore, you will be helping your community, while 

having a great time! 

 Remember to bring a water gun, a towel, and be ready to get your hands 

dirty! See you all there! 

By: C/4C Samantha Sund 

Highlander Recap 

9/11 Tower Challenge 

In their second time participating, Detachment 027 won 
two awards in this year’s 9/11 tower challenge. The 
“Largest Challenge Team” award and the “Individual 

Raising the Most Money” award were achieved. The tower 
challenge was held in the NAU Skydome in which 

participants climb stairs to simulate the stairs climbed 

by the heroes of September 11th, 2001. 
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Air Force Birthday Celebration 

“Happy birthday, Air Force!” 

Detachment 027 celebrated the 70th 

birthday of the Air Force all week long.  

Tuesday, September 19th at PT, we did 

seventy repetitions of the exercise at each 

location to celebrate. Our flight 

commanders would ask us Air Force 

warrior knowledge questions and if we 

answered the questions correctly, we would divide the seventy repetitions 

equally amongst ourselves. If we answered the question incorrectly, we would 

have to perform all seventy repetitions per cadet.  

Thursday, September 21st at Leadership Lab, we had an exhilarating Warrior 

Day. We competed as flights to see which flight had the best physically fit 

cadets and added all the scores up to announce Charlie Flight as the Warrior 

Day Fall 2017. During Warrior Day, we had many different competitions. Some 

included running with a riffle, fireman carrying and who could do the most 

push-ups and sit-ups.  

The seventieth year of the Air Force being a distinct branch of the Department 

of Defense was celebrated appropriately within the Detachment.  

 

 

 

Bonfire 

On September 16th, some of the 

Highlanders decided to spend a night in 

the natural beauty of flagstaff surrounded 

by a fire. This morale event is just one of 

the few ways our cadets constantly build 

their relationships with one another. 
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POW/MIA Ceremony 

Every year the Highlanders remember the prisoners of 

war and those missing in action. This year’s ceremony 

featured guest speaker Colonel Del Lewis and a 

performance from the color guard. Along with the lead lab 

ceremony, the cadets conducted a vigil in which they took 

shifts guarding the United States’ and POWMIA flag for 24 

consecutive hours. To conclude the week’s events, a run 

was held similar to the vigil; however, the cadets took 

shifts running with the flags for 12 consecutive hours.  

Congratulations!  

Be sure to congratulate Nicholas Hambrick and Devon 

Garner on their marriage. The newlyweds went to beautiful 

Sunset Crater to officially tie the knot. 


