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Minimum Expectations & Guidelines for College Visits – Year 5 (2016-17)
College visits for NAU/Arizona GEAR UP students are intended to promote the GEAR UP mission to significantly increase the number of students who are prepared to succeed in education beyond high school. Specifically, because college visits increase a student’s emotional readiness and “comfort level” with attending college, these visits are expected to promote an increase in:

· Students’ and parents’ educational expectations
· The number of students who successfully complete college pre-requisite courses
· The number of students who take, and perform well on the PSAT, SAT and ACT

· The high school graduation rate

· The percentage of parents who have knowledge of college entrance requirements and financial aid

· The percentage of students who have knowledge of college entrance requirements and financial aid

· The number of students who complete the FAFSA, and apply for and enroll in college

I.
NUMBER & FREQUENCY

Recognizing the value of college visits in helping students succeed in education beyond high school, GEAR UP Coordinators:

1. Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, to the extent possible, over the course of the six year cycle in the schools, every GEAR UP student participates in at least one visit to a local Community College and one visit to a University (one visit may include participation in a Summer Enrichment Program on a University campus). 
2. Take additional measures to ensure that when students are in 11th grade, visits are coordinated to match individual student career and postsecondary education interests (e.g., students who have expressed an interest in attending ASU-downtown to pursue a nursing degree are selected for a tour of that campus, while students who express an interest in, for example, public relations as a career, are selected to tour NAU, or another school that offers that course of study).
II. STUDENT SELECTION & PARTICIPATION
GEAR UP Coordinators generate student interest and anticipation for, and the impact of college visits by:

1. Establishing a strategy for selecting students for college visits, which meets the “number & frequency” standards described above.
2.
Establishing a strategy for meeting with students, preferably as a group, prior to the visit
 to distribute/ review the day’s itinerary / agenda, and outline expectations.
3.
Facilitating activities with students prior to the campus visit1 that provide age-appropriate information about postsecondary institutions/degrees etc. (sample activities are available through the NAU GEAR UP Office). 
4.   Facilitating a de-brief session following the visit, to provide students and parents an opportunity to ask questions and process the experience. 1
III.
COORDINATION

 To ensure the safety of all students and to maximize the benefit students gain from the experience, GEAR UP Coordinators:
1.
Make all college visit arrangements with Community College/University Admissions Offices, to ensure that students and parents will experience a sampling of what it is like to learn and, if applicable, live at a college (e.g. observing (or participating in mock) large lectures, laboratories, and small group classes, touring key areas such as residence halls, student union buildings, and campus tutoring centers).
2.
Make arrangements according to school policy (e.g. principal/teacher permission, parent permission, transportation, chaperones etc.).
3.
Invite, and encourage, parents of students to attend.

IV.
DOCUMENTATION & EVALUATION

To ensure proper documentation, and data to promote continuous improvement, GEAR UP Coordinators:

1. Submit an Event Notification Form at least two weeks prior to the event.

2. Ensure that all students and parents participating in college visits sign-in; then submit sign-in sheet to the State Office with weekly data submission, ensuring it meets data documentation standards (legible names of participants; parents associated with students; NOS Code, date and duration.
� Depending on the distance to the college, and the form of transportation, these activities could take place on the bus ride to or from the college.
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