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      Frequently Asked Questions
How much can I win? And how will the prize money be disbursed? 
1st Place - $750 
2nd Place - $500 
3rd Place - $250 
As with most financial aid, awards, and scholarships at NAU, the prize money will be transferred to your Louie account after the event. If you graduate in spring 2026, prize money will be used to pay off your outstanding balance in Louie and then released to you after your balance in Louie is $0. Please contact Financial Aid for more details. 
What format will the GSG Poster Symposium be held in? 
The Symposium will be in person on the Flagstaff Mountain Campus, at Gammage (BLDG #1), 2nd Floor, on Friday, April 24 2026 from 12:30pm to 2:00pm.  
What visual aids will I need to provide for my presentation? 
You will use your poster as a reference during your presentations at the symposium. 
Can I make changes to my poster after submitting it but before I present it? 
After registering, you will have until April 10th 11:59 pm to make edits to your poster. After this point we encourage you not to change your poster after you submitted it for evaluation as this may cause confusion among the judges. However, you are welcome to mention new findings during your presentation if you make additional progress in your research project. 
What are the requirements for poster formatting? 
Posters should be no larger than 36 inches x 46 inches.  Tools and poster templates are available here: https://libraryguides.nau.edu/AuthorTools/CreatingPosters 
How do the judges score the posters? 
Here is a link to the criteria that judges will be using to score the posters: [rubric]. This will help you to make sure your poster includes all pertinent information.  
What resources can I use to print my poster displayed at the Symposium? 
You may print your poster at any specialized printing place such as Staples, Office Depot, etc. NAU is offering printing services as well - for more information, please see https://in.nau.edu/printing-services 
What makes a good poster? 
We suggest that you consult with your co-authors and faculty advisor when working on and finalizing your poster. Generally, the characteristics of a good poster are the following: 
· The important/highlighted information should be readable from 10 feet away
· The title is short and draws interest
· There are between 300-800 words on the poster (less is usually better)
· Use pictures/graphics/visuals to communicate information
· Your poster should be 70% and 30% text
· There are headlines, bullet points, and numbering to make the poster easy to read and follow by the audience
· All the author’s names, institutional affiliations, and acknowledgments are included 

What makes a good presentation?
You will also be expected to present a short, 3–4-minute presentation alongside your poster. What makes a good oral presentation is the following:
· Create a narrative. Connect with the audience by making your work relatable and easy to understand.  Stories help people retain information!
“Have you ever tried opening your eyes underwater? The blurred vision, the burn of the pool chlorine or ocean water? That’s what it’s like living with chronic dry eye”

· Minimize jargon. Describe what you did in your research/project; but, if you need to explain something technical, do it in simple lay-person terms.

· Don’t over prepare. Having a mental script is handy but can make it easy to get distracted or be thrown off. Focus on your key points and be personable. 

· Consider your audience. What experiences might they have you can relate to? What can you assume they know or do not know? What questions might they have so you can be ready to answer? Putting yourself in the audience’s shoes will help you understand how they might view your poster, and how judges might score you.
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