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Ethidium Bromide
1. Process

a. General use of Ethidum Bromide (EtBr).
2. Describe process, hazardous chemical, or hazard class
a. Ethidium bromide.

3. Potential Hazards
a. Potent mutagen. Moderately toxic.

b. Avoid skin contact, may be absorbed through skin.

4. Personal Protective Equipment

a. Consult SDS for compatible PPE.

b. Wear safety glasses.
c. Wear chemical protective gloves.  

5. Engineering Controls
a. Use only inside a chemical fume hood with adequate ventilation. Safety shower and eyewash should be easily accessible.

Special Handling Procedures and Storage Requirements 
a. Store in a cool, dry place away from strong oxidizing agents. Keep containers tightly closed. Use with adequate ventilation.

6. Spill and Accident Procedures

a. Skin and/or eye exposure, inhalation or ingestion: Consult SDS/call Poison Control, inform supervisor immediately, get immediate medical attention. Dial 911 for medical transport.

b. Spills: 

i. Incidental spills: clean up using knowledge from SDS. 

ii. Small spills:  Do not attempt cleanup if you feel unsure of your ability to do so or if you perceive the risk to be greater than normal laboratory operations. Call 911 for spill response.

iii. Large Spills:  Notify others in area of spill. Turn off ignition sources in area. Evacuate area and post “DO NOT ENTER” signs on entrance ways to spill area. Call NAU Police at 911 for spill response. Restrict personnel from area of spill or leak until cleanup is complete. Remain in area in safe location to assist first responders. Depending upon the toxicity of material, pull the fire alarm to evacuate the building.

7. Decontamination Procedures

a. Consult SDS or Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S).

8. Waste Disposal Procedures

a. Contact EH&S for Ethidium Bromide disposal.

9. Safety Data Sheet Location

a. Safety Data Sheets must be available
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