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Global Engagement Through Holocaust Awareness
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Letter from
the Director:

It is as if
we have
not learned
from the
p a st
democratic
seeds are
crushed,
borders
violated,
civilians killed, girls abducted,
people targeted for their differences,
rights abused, kindness withheld.
Globally, there is a growing
proclivity toward violent conflicts
and ideological entrenchments. At
times, it is so depressing that one
dreads listening to the news.

It is especially in such times that
we need to remind ourselves of the
ethics of hospitality and to extend
welcoming hands to strangers.
We need to remind ourselves of
the necessity to resist political
cultures of fear and of our part in
mending broken relations among
communities and individuals.

This is why the Martin-Springer
Institute is committed to promote
intercultural understanding,
unsettling empathy, reconciliatory
dialogues, moral courage, and
social justice. We do so with keen
awaren ess of the past calamities

(continued on page 2)

Fall 2014

Morris Dees: With Justice for All

On January 27, Morris Dees, co-founder and chief trial attorney of the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, spoke to NAU students and the community about
issues of discrimination and justice in the US.

“Dees and his thick southern accent took the
stage at a packed Ardrey Memorial Auditorium.
“Our nation is great because of diversity and
not in spite of it,” Dees said after sharing the
unjust hardships some Vietnamese fisherman
experienced in Alabama. Dees quieted and
awed the auditorium when he shared the story of [suing] the United Klans of
America in 1987 [with] a verdict of a $7 million civil litigation. The case was
the result of the murder of Michael Donald, who was lynched by members of
the Klan. “Human rights begin close to home,” Dees said. “Don’t be satisfied
until justice is flowing like water.”

Abigail O’Brien & Kristopher Kiefner, Lumberjack (Jan 30, 2014)

Wounded Landscapes:
Post-Holocaust Drawings, Artist Books, Paintings

The art
at NAUs  Art
Museum  (March
11- April 26) was a
joint project by the
museum and the
Martin-Springer

exhibit

Institute. The
exhibit ~ brought
into conversation

the art of Arie Galles and Karen Baldner. As an expression of personal
experiences as second generation Jewish artist, their work is evocative
of the trauma left in the wake of the Holocaust. At a public lecture,
Baldner and Galles talked about the sources of and motivation for
their art in front of a rapt audience.
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of the Holocaust, connectinit to today’s conflicts and concerns.“Global
Engagement through Holocaust Awareness” calls us to look at the
pervasive harms not in isolation, but with alertness to the intersecting
levels of past and present, the local and the global.

To this effect, the Martin-Springer Institute has offered more than three
dozen programs since August 2013. And we are looking ahead at the
2014-5 calendar, and hope to see you at our engaging and inspiring
events.

Two of last year’s events stand out: Morris Dee’s talk about WITH JUS-
TICE FOR ALL in front of a packed house at Ardrey auditorium. As co-
founder of the Southern Poverty Law Center, he talked about the cou-
rageous work that went into winning legal battles against discriminatory
realities in the U.S. The other outstanding event was the exhibit WOUND-
ED LANDSCAPES, displaying the painting, drawings, and artists’ books
of two Jewish, second generation artists: Ari Galles, who was born in Uz-
bekistan after his parent fled from German-occupied Poland, and Karen
Baldner, whose assimilated Jewish family fled from Berlin after their pub-
lishing house, the Fischer Verlag, had been confiscated by the Nazis.

Throughout the year, a group of students and student interns worked on
the travelling exhibit THROUGH THE EYES OF YOUTH: LIFE & DEATH
IN THE BEDZIN GHETTO. This extraordinary exhibit--inspired by our
founder’s family survival in Bedzin, Doris Martin (nee Szpringer)—

will open in September at NAU. Afterwards, it will be available to educa-
tional/community institutions throughout the Southwest.

Everyone that assisted in making our programs a success deserves our
gratitude. | also want to thank the many people that attended and actively
participated in our events, especially the students at Northern Arizona
University, the Arizona teachers that took advantage of our professional
training seminars, the Flagstaff and Sedona communities, and the audi-
ences that came to our lectures in and around Phoenix.

Our 2013-14 programs reached more than 4,800 people. Please take a
moment to consult the inserted page that lists all of our events.

Special thanks go to all friends who supported us last year. We also need
to expand our network and want to welcome many more friends who can
pledge their support to the Institute’s mission. Each of us can send a sig-
nal against the fears and hatreds we see proliferating around us.

ottt

Respectfully,

Bjorn Krondorfer,

Director, Martin-Springer Institute
Endowed Professor of Religious Studies

On the
Morris Dees
Presentation

“I really appreciate the Martin-
Springer Institute bringing
Morris Dees to NAU. His
remarks were very powerful
and relevant to the issues
we are facing in our country
today.”
Celia Barotz,
Councilmember
Flagstaff City Council

“Thank you for inviting us to
the event with Morris Dees.
Since hate exists in many
places, we applaud your ef-
forts to take a stand and help
create a better society. “
Steve Tepper, Ex. Dir.
Center for Holocaust
Education & Human Dignity
Chandler, AZ

“The evening we spent
listening to Morris Dees was
among the most inspirational
of our lives. His life and
work are living proof that real
progress in civil and human
rights, though sometimes
painful, has been made in this
country and that it remains a
worthy goal for which to strive.
It was fantastic.”

John Hansen




NAU ART MUSEUM HOSTS
POST-HOLOCAUST WORKS

The Holocaust didn’'t happen on
another planet, it didn’t happen on a
Boschean landscape, it took place
on this Earth, this beautiful blue
marble spinning through space,”
says Arie Galles, an artist who
focuses on this time period.

This is the perfect realization and
introduction for the art exhibition,
“Wounded Landscapes: Post-
Holocaust Drawings, Artists’ Books
and Paintings.” Works will be on
display by both Arie Galles and
Karen Baldner, two artists who share
nothing but the desire to portray the
Holocaust as it was, what it meant,
and what it means in a modern
society from their perspectives as
second-generation Jewish artists.
This exhibit is held by the NAU
Art Museum and Martin-Springer
Institute.

Galles’ work focuses on charcoal
drawings and accompanying
poems.

The drawings are recreations of
aerial shots of the concentration
camps, taken around the time of
World War Il. The poems next to
these sketches are a contribution
made by his friend, Jerome Rothen-
berg. The poems are referred to as
kaddish, which translates into a
memorial poem, which is exactly
what “To me, history is not an ab-
stract, but it is made on the skin of
individual lives and it continues to
quiver on this skin” Baldner said,
explaining her inner conflict and
confusion around society’s and her
own ability to move on when the
landscape still reeks of the past.

Though the artists come from two
separate perspectives creatively, it
is easy to see that their message is
the same. They have come to raise
awareness, say a prayer to the fall-
en in respect, and find alleviation in
the fact that they are not alone in
this.

Adapted from an article by Kelsey Tapia,

Lumberjack Student Newspaper

Artists Karen Baldner and Arie Galles

Skabelund
to Create
Installation

Culpable is a site-specific
installation based on my
experiences visiting Operation
Streamline — the federal judicial
system’s way of processing
undocumented migrants who
have been charged with entering
the United States illegally. As
citizens of the United States, we
are all culpable for the dozens of
deportations of our brothers and
sisters that occur each day, and
for the hundreds of thousands of
deportations that have occurred
over the past few years. We
are also guilty of the thousands
of deaths that have occurred
in the Southwest since 1994.
Most of us are the product of a
natural economic immigration
pattern, long before restrictive
immigration laws became law.
The founding economic system
ofthe United States was one built
upon slavery. Our contemporary
economic system continues to
be formed on these racist ideals,
capitalizing on the illegal status
placed on immigrants. As part
of the consumer class, we are
all culpable.




Conversation with Intern Aurora Kastrati

In June and July, we hosted student intern Aurora. Born in Kosovo but now living in Germany, she studied
sociology and political sciences in Hamburg. She came to NAU with a scholarship from the Hans Bockler
Foundation, which supports students on behalf of the the Confederation of German Trade Unions. Prof. Marilya
Reese (German) coordinated her stay at NAU. In May, Aurora also worked with Prof. Heidi Wayment (Social

Psychology). | 1=

Why did you choose the United States for an internship?

| have not yet been in the America before and | wanted to improve
my English. | graduated a few months ago from the University
of Hamburg, where | learned to see things through varying
perspectives and to analyze the influence of globalization. | am
interested in the work of NGOs and human rights. My next step
will be a Master’s degree in International Studies.

Tell us about life in Kosovo?

| am interested in peace because | didn’t always have peace
in my life. | was born in Kosovo and spent my childhood there,
with lots of joy and play. Soon | saw terrible harms when war
and the occupation of Kosovo through Serbian troops changed
all of our lives. My parents decided to escape the cruelty by going to Germany.

You did an internship in Kosovo?

Every summer, my parents would take us to Kosovo to meet our relatives. But | also wanted to understand the
political debate and applied for an internship at the Ministry of European Integration in Kosovo. For two months,
| could participate at national and international conferences and learn about the country’s long way to European
integration.

How do you like Flagstaff?

I liked Flagstaff partially because of its hippie-atmosphere. Here, it feels as if nothing but world peace exists. Bult,
of course, this is not true. | wished my American friends would be more informed about what is going on outside
the United States.

New Berlin Wall Exhibit

At times, practical needs can turn into wonderful educational opportunities. In spring 2013,
this was the case when Northern Arizona University’s original segment of the Berlin Wall
had to be moved into a new space in the University Union. In response, three faculty mem-
bers created an interdisciplinary, hands-on learning project for undergraduate students to
design an exhibit. Melissa Santana (Interior Design), Martin Kalb (History), and Bjérn Kro-
ndorfer (Martin-Springer Institute) gathered students from various academic disciplines to
engage with the history of the Berlin Wall. We explored political events surrounding the
division of Germany after WW Il and discussed ways to organize photographs, official
documentation, and other memorabilia to accompany the display of the wall segment.

Through these conversations, students were able to connect more personally to the Berlin Wall. We also thought
about other walls and barriers that keep separating people today. Designing the exhibit was a great learning experi-
ence for all participants. When the exhibit officially opens on October 10, 2014, we hope that it will spark further dis-
cussion and reflections.

Martin Kalb, Ph.D.
Full-Time Lecturer
Department of History



MSI Faculty Affiliate Publishes Book

Did Native Americans suffer genocide? This controversial question lies at the
heart of Native America and the Question of Genocide. After reviewing the various
meanings of the word genocide, author Alex
Alvarez examines a range of well-known examples, such
as the Sand Creek Massacre and the Long Walk of the
Navajo, to determine where genocide occurred and where
it did not. The book explores the destructive beliefs of
the European settlers, and then looks at topics including
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disease, war, and education through the lens of genocide. GENOCIpp

It also shows the diversity of Native American experi-
ences post-contact, and illustrates how tribes relied on
ever-evolving and changing strategies of confrontation
and accommodation depending on their location, the time period, and individu-
als involved, and these often resulted in very different experiences. Alvarez treats
this difficult subject with sensitivity and uncovers the complex realities of this
troubling period in American history.

The Fate of the Roma

In November 2013 | visited Northern Arizona University to deliver a

lecture on the topic of the genocide of the Roma people and how

Germany is commemorating this atrocity. As a victim group that has

been ignored throughout much of the post-Holocaust era, and as

Europe’s largest and most marginalized

minority group today, this is a field of

research and a public policy issue that

requires the kind of interest shown by the

students and faculty of NAU and members

of the Flagstaff community. My talk focused

on the historical and contemporary

persecution of an ethnic minority that

remains largely unknown in North America.

Many people are sadly only familiar with

stereotypes of the Roma population, such

as those deplcted in TV shows like My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding.

Nevertheless, the audience was eager to learn about past and current

injustices taking place against the European Roma population, and
posed thoughtful and challenging questions.

| came to NAU via the support of the Martin-Springer Institute and the
Campus Outreach Lecture Program at the U. S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, DC. Such initiatives signal a growing interest
in how different historical experiences of suffering can inform one
another and, ideally, give us insight into minority rights today.

Nadine Blumer,
Concordia University, Canada

Quotor pour la

Fin du Temps

Performed at
NAU

‘Messiaen’s Quartet for the
End of Time was a triumphant
display of student achievement
in research and student artistic
accomplishment, thanks to the
efforts of the School of Music and
the Martin-Springer Institute.”
Todd E. Sullivan, Director
School of Music

“For the performance of Quartet
for the End of Time, three students
intfroduced the historical context of
this quartet that Olivier Messiaen
composed in a German prisoner-
of-war camp (STALAG VIll) during
World War 2. Blaze Valencia,
Gabrielle Mortellaro, and | prepared
this introduction with guidance by
Dr. Krondorfer from the Martin-
Springer Institute and Dr. John
Masserini, who directed the artistic
performance by NAU music
students. Blaze, Gabriella and |
impersonated three of the French
prisoners who were intimately
involved with the creation and initial
performance of Messiaen’s Quartet,
while imprisoned in STALAG VIII.
As each of us took on the persona
of our characters, the audience
could grasp the trying conditions
in which Messiaen composed and
performed this piece.”
Justin Bigelow
NAU graduate 2014

“I was so riveted and overwhelmed
by the concert that | felt quite unable
to come down to the level of day-to-
day-ness. All | wanted to do was hold
the sounds and the ideas in my head
in solitude for as long as possible.”
Marilya Veteto Reese
Professor of German



Our Founders

(née
Szpringer of Bedzin, Poland) founded
The Martin-Springer Institute in 2000
to raise awareness of human rights
through Holocaust remembrance and
education.

Doris survived

the Holocaust. She -
is available for speak- “'1@\
ing engagements for | " J
students and commu- N ey
nity groups. Kiss Every \STE‘P
Step is Doris’ memoir of

her family’s survival. Visit

Amazon.com to purchase a copy of the

book.

Thank you to
our donors

Dorlee and Tom Henderson
Merrill and Rhoda Merrill
Donna Weistrop

The Gordons of JCSVV
Sandra Lubarsky

Janine Schipper

Jaimee Limmer

JCSVV

Ballard Spahr LLP

Holocaust Education Conferences

Through the various activities | was once again struck at the inhumanity
of humans and reminded about how vital it is to teach about the

Holocaust and issues related to
prejudice in our communities and
schools. This is especially true
when prejudice of different kinds
continues to permeate society at all
levels and we need to deconstruct
our understanding about how this
is the underpinning of something
so horrific and in some cases,
seemingly unfathomable. | was
further reminded about tragedies
Indigenous people have suffered
in our collective history and how
much of it is similar to what we
know as the Holocaust.

| was extremely moved that a cadre

of educators invests time and energy to learn more about the Holocaust
and how to teach on this very sensitive, but very important facet of
humanity in our classrooms, especially those at the middle and high
school levels. Even more, | was blessed that so many have worked and
continue to work at sharing a wealth of valuable and useful resources
to aid in the task of teaching this subject matter. This gives teachers
the tools they need to teach and the opportunity to navigate the various
resources at their fingertips, both for themselves and for their students.

Duane Yazzie, Teacher-Librarian

Tséhootsooi Intermediate Learning Center (TILC)

Fort Defiance, AZ



Bedzin Exhibit article

In 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland. German forces occupied the Polish
city of Bedzin, changing the lives of Jewish people forever. Forced into a
cramped ghetto, the entire Jewish population was eventually deported into
extermination camps. The youth of Bedzin struggled with growing up amid
violence, hatred, and loss, while still trying to find small joys in life.

This is the story of young people in Bedzin before, during, and after the
Holocaust. Only a few survived.

The exhibit is designed for display at schools, universities, community
centers, public libraries, and similar public venues. If you are interested in
this exhibit, please contact the Martin-Springer Institute: Melissa.cohen@
nau.edu or 928 523-2464.

Travelling Exhibit on
Jewish Ghetto in Poland

In January of 2013, a group of about a dozen NAU undergraduate students
from different academic disciplines began working on the historical research
for a travelling exhibit on the conditions of the Jewish ghetto in Bedzin,
Poland. At the invitation of the Martin-Springer Institute and under the faculty
guidance of Dr. Martin Kalb (History) and Dr. Bjorn Krondorfer (Religious
Studies), the students worked for over two semesters on what became the
exhibit Through the Eyes of Youth: Life and Death in the Bedzin Ghetto
Bedzin was chosen because Doris Martin (born Szpringer) grew up in this
city. Miraculously, she and her whole family survived the Holocaust.

In the summer of 2013, the Martin-Springer Institute sent four students to a
fully-paid, two-week research trip to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C. In the spring of 2014, two NAU student interns completed
the work on the exhibit together the Institute’s staff and Jen Saunders, a
professional graphic designer.

The exhibit will officially open in September 2014 at NAU before becoming
available to organizations throughout the Southwest.

Donations

Please help make our
programs happen!

To make a tax deductible donation,
make checks out to
MSI at NAU

and post to:

Martin-Springer Institute
Northern Arizona University
PO Box: 5624
Flagstaff AZ 86011-5624

For gifts of stocks or to include us in
your estate planning, please contact

Elizabeth Rock at
elizabeth.rock @nau.edu

Additional
contact information

Phone: 928-523-2464
Phone: 928-523-5029

For updates,
like us at

facebook.com/MSIatNAU

and see our website at
nau.edu/msi

THE MARTIN-SPRINGER INSTITUTE




Martin-Springer 2014-15 Preview
Fall 2014 Spring 2015

September: . o
Bedzin Ghetto Exhibit Opening Culpable Installation Exhibit
: January 27:
8ctober._ . f . Somebody fancy,
asllimielig inls DR iles G aiis Eeeihe: International Holocaust Remembrance Day
: A Dialogue

: . " April:
Islamaphobia/Antisemitism Vi (A e S e el e

Academic Symposium
. o . Summer:
Berlin Wall Exhibit Opening Merrill and Rhoda Abeshaus Advanced
Speakers Series Holocaust Educators’ Institute

Film festival including
Budrus (Israel, Palestine, US, 2009)
Aftermath (Poland, 2012)

\FTERMAT

\V/ NORTHERN ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY
College of Arts & Letters

Martin-Springer Institute

Martin-Springer Institute
P O Box 5624
Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5624
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Programs and Events at the Martin-Springer Institute, 2013-2014

Programs at NAU

e 2013-2014: Undergraduate Student Project: Travelling Exhibit, THROUGH THE EYES OF YOUTH: LIFE
& DEATH IN THE BEDZIN GHETTO

«  2013-2014: Undergraduate Student Project: Permanent NAU Exhibit, BERLIN WALL

+ Sep 28: Teacher Training: Bullying Prevention: Diversity, Moral Courage, Empathy

*  Oct 22: Fall Speakers Series: Harold Minuskin, Surviving with Jewish Partisans

*  Oct 28: Director’s Mini-Lecture: Richard Wagner & Antisemitism in 19th Cent. Germany, Horizon Concert
Series, Wagner’s 200th anniversary

* Nov 8: Fall Speakers Series: Doris Martin, Holocaust Survivor Testimony

* Nov 14: Fall Speakers Series: Dr. Nadine Blumer: Roma: Forgotten Holocaust Victims

* Nov 19: Performance Event: Messiaen’s Quator pour la fin du temps, with Lecture by Dr. Joseph Toltz
(Sydney, Australia) and students from Martin-Springer Institute and School of Music

*  Spring 2014: MSI-Faculty Reading Group: M. Walker’s Moral Repair

» Jan 27, 2014: With Justice for All: An evening with Morris Dees, Southern Poverty Law Center

*  Mar 11- Apr 26: WOUNDED LANDSCAPES: POST-HOLOCAUST ART, Exhibit at NAU Art Museum

* Mar 26: Karen Baldner and Arie Galles: Artist Talk (WOUNDED LANDSCAPES)

* Mar 27: Reception for WOUNDED LANDSCAPES

*  Apr 24: Soft Opening of Permanent BERLIN WALL Exhibit

»  Apr 30: Book Reception for Dr. Alex Alvarez, The Question of Native American Genocide

e June 12-13: Advance Holocaust Educators Seminar with Laura Boughton (USHMM) and Sherry Bard
(ADL-Echoes & Reflections)

Sponsored/Joint Events at NAU:

e Oct 24-27, 2013: First-Year Seminar, “Great Immigration Debate”: Educational Trip to U.S./Mexico Border
e Oct 29: Undocumented: Migrant Justice, National Immigrant Youth Alliance (NIYA)

*  Nov 6-11: Honors 394: Field-trip to U.S. Mexico Border

* Nov 15: Moral Courage Symposium, with Ponderosa High School students

e Mar 27, 2014: Performance Artist Andrea Gibson

*  Mar 28: Tribute to Nelson Mandela, with South African General Consul Cyril Ndaba

Local Community Events

Oct 25, 2013: Co-Sponsorship of Border Songs Benefits Concert, Coconino Center for the Arts
Oct 26-Nov 3: Sponsorship of FALA High school: Border Educational Expedition

Jan 16, 2014: Director’s talk at Theatrikos Theater Company on Diary of Anne Frank

Feb 20: Evening with Israel Unger, Holocaust Survivor, Theatrikos Theater Company

Feb 21-23: Co-sponsorship: The Diary of Anne Frank, Youth Play, Theatrikos

Mar 7: Director’s Talk at Federated Church on Death Penalty Abolition

Apr 27: Yom HaShoah Commemoration, with Jewish communities, hosted at

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church




Regional Events

Sep 2, 2013: Director’s Lecture on German Family History & the Holocaust, Arizona Jewish Historical Society,
Phoenix

Nov 13-14: Staff Attendance of USHMM Regional Education Summit, Tempe

Mar 3, 2014: Director’s Lecture Perpetrator Mentality, Scottsdale Holocaust Education Conference

Apr 8: Director’s Lecture Holocaust and Perpetrators, Genocide Awareness Week, Scottsdale CC

Apr 9: Director’s Lecture German Family History & Holocaust, Institute for Humanities Research, ASU, Phoe-
nix

Apr 10: Panelist on Ethnic Discourse in Colonial Rwanda, ASU, Phoenix

Apr 17: Director’s Lecture on Reflection on My German Father, Burton Barr Central Library, Phoenix

May 5: Director’s Lecture Reconciliation: Power of the Arts, Beatitude Campus, Phoenix

National Outreach by MSI Director

June 26-27, 2013: Facilitation of National Teacher Workshop, Memorial Library Leadership Institute, New York
City

Feb 21, 2014: Lecture on Unsettling Empathy, Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma

May 19-20: Interfaith Summit, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC

International Outreach by MSI Director

July 6, 2013: Lecture on Trauma, Psychoanalytical Institute, Dusseldorf, Germany

July 7: Workshop on Generational Trauma, Study Group on Intergenerational Consequences of the Holo-
caust (PAKH), Kéln, Germany

July 25-27: Presentation on Post-1945 Narratives of German Theologians, University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, Canada

Oct 3-6: Between Trauma and Politics (Part I): Trilateral Israeli-German-Palestinian Dialogue, Freiburg,
Germany

Dec 9-13: Research Project on Generational Trauma, with Prof. Gobodo-Madikizela (South Africa) and
PAKH, Germany

Jan 30-Feb 2, 2014: Between Trauma and Politics (Part I1): Trilateral Israeli-German-Palestinian Dialogue,
Freiburg, Germany

Feb 4-5: Workshop on Reconciliation, Center for Reconciliation, Friedrich-Schiller University Jena, Germany

Feb 24-27: International Symposium: Aftermath of Mass Trauma and Violence, University of the Free State,
South Africa

Jun 27-Jul 1: 10th Wroxton Weinstein International Holocaust Symposium, Wroxton, England

July 30-Aug 4: Trilateral Israeli-German-Palestinian Meeting, Israel/West Bank

For updates, photos,
and announcements,
visit us at
facebook.com/MSlatNAU




