
When Dr. Rogers asked me to write this article, I
honestly had no idea where to start. Should I describe
the all nighters, last minute scrambles and countless
group projects we voluntarily subject ourselves to as
students in the pursuit of a construction management
degree? 

I decided it would probably be best for me to illustrate
what our program, the faculty and my peers, have done
to shape me into the person I am today.

My story starts shortly before my freshman year. I was
18 years old and fresh out of high school sitting in a
dorm room while attending a visit to the NAU campus.
I found myself thumbing through a program study
guide searching for a major when a title reading
“Construction Management” caught my eye. Among the
first thoughts to come to me were ones of backbreaking
work and laboring endless hours in scorching heat.

I gave it a shot and before I knew it I had declared my major and was enrolled in classes learning
about everything from feng shui design and sustainable building to coffer dams and statically
determinate structures.

Its been five years now and I have traveled halfway around the world to the land down under
studying construction, completed three very successful and rewarding internships, and am
currently interviewing with high profile construction companies all over the United States for a
full time position. I can honestly say none of this would have been possible without the
combined contributions of the NAU Construction Management Program faculty and continual
involvement and contributions of various construction companies.

I consider myself lucky to be part of a program of study that provided me with rich experiences
and opportunities.

My experiences have taught me to take chances that I would have otherwise ruled out. You never
know what doors may open or what opportunities may arrive at your doorstep. NAU has also
taught me the value of hard work and to take things one step at a time.

Jake Gray
President of Student Construction Management Office

Department of Construction Management

> Serving community and the construction industry    

> Expanding student and graduate numbers

> Expanding services for Native American students and tribal entities

> Expanding public service-learning opportunities for our students

> Providing leadership opportunities for all our students   

> Keeping in touch with our alumni and supporters 

The difference that matters.

Check out our web site
nau.edu/cm

CONTENTS
• Homecoming,

Second Annual
Tailgate Party

• Faculty Scholarly
Work 

• Fall 2007
Graduates 

• Public Service
Projects, AGC
Construction Expo 

• Reno Competition

• 2007 Construction
Management Golf
Tournament

• Lost & Found

• Working with
Ancient Beasts

• Upcoming Events,
Spring Banquet

• End Notes from
the Chair 

College of Engineering and Natural Sciences

Construction Management

PO Box 15600

Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5600  

N
A

U
is

an
E

q
u

al
O

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
y/

A
ff

ir
m

at
iv

e
A

ct
io

n
In

st
it

u
ti

o
n

N
A

U
P

S
/G

64
73

3/
01

-0
8

wjg24
Typewritten Text



Homecoming Queen,
Ashley Bedwell, visited
our tailgate party. In the
background, Professor
John Tingerthal is
reprising his win at
Tour de Fat.

This year’s Annual
Homecoming Tailgate
Party was once again
hosted by David Carpenter, owner of Hope Construction, LLC.

Unfortunately, NAU lost a tough game to Montana.
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For the 12th consecutive year, our students will be
participating and competing in the ASC Regions 6 & 7
2008 Student Competition & Construction
Management Conference to be held at John Ascuaga's
Nugget from February 13th through 16th.
Competitions teams will involve Heavy Civil, LEED,
and Commercial.

Reno Competition

Aaron Mueller

Ben Ramirez

Clayton Miller

Dave Hurt

Ehren Michaels

Gavin Ferguson

Jacob Sanders

Michael Davis

Mike Gillette

Shaffer Pullen

Stephen Bradford

Wes Begay  

Our CM students
worked the AGC
Annual Golf
Tournament this fall.

Make plans for our 16th Annual Construction Management Banquet
April 18th at NAU Ashurst Hall.

This year we have plans for a very special banquet in honor of 10 years
of service to the Construction Management program from Tom Rogers
and Steve Mead. It should be worth a few laughs! We hope you will
come.

4Call for table sponsors
4Encourage your employer to participate
4Alumni are cordially invited to attend!
4Call Tom Rogers at (928) 523-4679 for more information or email

Tom.Rogers@nau.edu  

Upcoming Events
Spring Banquet  

Dr’s. Steve Mead and Tom Rogers, along with
new faculty member John Tingerthal, will lead a
trip to Terrapa, Sonora, Mexico next spring
break to build a field station for Northern
Arizona University's paleontology operation
there. Several years ago, fossil hunters Jim Mead
and Sandy Swift (NAU’s Laboratory of
Quaternary Paleontology)made a major fossil
discovery in east-central Sonora along the Rio
Moctezuma, Mexico that includes ancient bison,
extinct sloths, turtles, crocodiles and other
ancient animals. The Construction Management
team will work with NAU's Engineers Without
Borders student team to build a field station that
can be used to analyze, preserve, and teach about
the fossils uncovered at the 50,000-year-old
locality.

Using a design developed by Christopher
Alexander, the team will work with local tradespeople to build a modular
concrete block structure that will feature vaulted concrete roofs, rain
collection, and on-site wastewater treatment. This initial project will lead
to the development of a museum that will house the fossil collections and
help generate economic development in the region. NAU's engineers
Without Borders is also working on water development and purification
projects in Ghana (Africa) and Puerto Lobos ( Mexico).

Fall 2007 Graduates 

Students participated again in the annual AGC
Construction Expo held at the Phoenix Science
Museum.

NAU Construction Management students completed
five more greenhouse potting sheds for public service.
All were sold.

Public Service Projects
AGC Construction Expo  

This has been another exciting fall semester. Our enrollments are up and construction
of new facilities continues. Our new conference center and the Drury hotel will open
in April.

Another set of new residence halls will open in Fall 2008.
Because of intramural sports expansion our beloved masonry compound will be
relocated and upgraded. We hope to have this facility operating by Fall 2008.

In the spring we will be hiring at least one new faculty member.

End Notes from the Chair

Homecoming
Second Annual Tailgate Party 

Drops to Watts
Research suggests that western cities and other water providers use 55
percent of their utility budget moving water through pipes and treatment
plants. In California this amounts to over 8 percent of all the energy
used in the state. Dr. Stephen Mead and Dr. Charlie Schlinger (Civil
Engineering) have recently been awarded a $75,000 grant from the
Arizona Water Institute to develop a "A Best Practices Guide for Rural
Water/Energy Usage in Arizona."   Dr. Mead will work with a team from
the City of Flagstaff, Northern Arizona University Facilities, The Apache
Nation, and the State Parks of Arizona to understand how water usage
affects energy consumption in rural municipalities and to develop new
guidelines that can help municipalities manage their water and energy
more effectively.

Job-Order-Contracting Research
A number of new project delivery methods have received considerable
attention recently, such as design-build, one that holds a lot of potential
for Facility Managers is job-order-contracting. Job Order Contracting
( JOC) is a project delivery method appropriate for the large facility
operators such state and local governments, including schools. JOC is a
type indefinite quantity contract applied to construction where the owner
and contractor enter into a long term arrangement for the delivery of
construction services within a broad scope of work. JOC is appropriate
for small and routine projects where the time required to complete
standard procurement is a significant portion of the overall project
schedule and cost.

Working with ASU’s Alliance for Construction Excellence, Greg Ohrn
recently completed a national survey of job-order-contracting users to
determine the benefit of the program. In general the results indicate the
timely responsiveness of contractors is a significant benefit of using JOC.
Mr. Ohrn’s seminal work has received national attention (see ENR
11/07/07).

If you are involved in a job-order-contract as an owner, contractor,
construction manager, or in another capacity, contact Mr. Ohrn at
Greg.Ohrn@nau.edu.

Faculty Scholarly Work
Lost alumni have been found! Through responses to
our newsletter, we are now reunited with three of our
alumni. We are delighted to find that they’ve been
successful in their careers.

4David Getts ’89
David Getts Designer Builder, Inc.
davidgettsdesign.com
Seattle, WA

4Todd Antonio Buynak ’91
Seguro Corporation
Santa Barbara, CA

4John R. Ferris, CEM, LEED AP ’84
California State University
Los Angeles, CA 
calstatela.edu

If you are interested in contacting any of these alumni
please call Tom Rogers at 928-523-4679 or email him
at Tom.Rogers@nau.edu. If you are looking for
someone, we’ll be happy to post your request in this
feature. If you would like to be reunited with us, please
let us know, we are looking for you!  

Lost & Found

Working with Ancient Beasts

The Davis Brothers
and Mike Gillette
The Davis Brothers
and Mike Gillette

Thanks to all of our sponsors for helping to make this
another successful event.

2007 Construction
Management Golf
Tournament
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> Providing leadership opportunities for all our students   

> Keeping in touch with our alumni and supporters 

The difference that matters.

Check out our web site
nau.edu/cm
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