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Iltem Name: Request for New Academic Programs for Northern Arizona University

XI  Action Item

Requested Action: Northern Arizona University asks the board to approve the new
program requests effective in the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 academic years.

Background/History of Previous Board Action

* As provided in board policy, Academic Strategic Plans may be modified during the
year with the approval of the Academic Affairs and Educational Attainment Committee.

Discussion
Northem Arizona University seeks to amend its Academic Strategic Plan for
implementation in the 2019-2020, and 2020-2021 academic years. This request is for the
following three new academic programs as described in the attached tables:

e Mechanical Engineering, PhD
e Applied Physics and Materials Science, PhD
¢ Civil and Environmental Engineering, PhD

All academic degree programs go through multiple review and approval processes to ensure
their currency, quality, and relevance. Each year, the Provost initiates the academic planning
process. The academic deans, in consultation with the directors of the academic units, submit
information on all proposed new degrees, concentrations, minors, and certificates for the
ensuing year, as well as changes to existing degree titles, program disestablishments, and
creation of new organizations, organizational changes and disestablishments. Once reviewed
and approved by the Provost, these initiatives begin the review process, including, as
applicable, the curriculum committees in the academic unit, college, Graduate College, and
University Senate. At each level, a substantive review of the proposed program is completed
to ensure quality and to avoid redundancy with other programs. At any step in the approval
process, programs can be tabled and/or returned to the academic unit for further clarification
and/or revision.

Committee Review and Recommendation

The Academic Affairs and Educational Attainment Committee reviewed this item at its
January 24, 2019 meeting, and recommended forwarding the item to the full board for
approval.

Contact Information:
Brian Levin-Stankevich, Interim Provost, (928)523-2230 brian.levin-stankevich@nau.edu
Chad Sampson, ABOR (602)229-2512  chad.sampson@azregents.edu
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Statutory/Policy Requirements

ABOR Policy 2-223.A - the Academic Strategic Plan
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