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Project Summary: 

The objective of this project was the preparation of an Administrative History for Arches National Park. 

This fundamental document describes and explains the history and management of Arches National Park 

from its conception and establishment in April 1929, to the present day. The primary audience for this 

document includes present and future park managers, planners, and interpretive staff at all levels. With 

knowledge of the problems faced and actions taken by their predecessors, current and future managers 

can be more fully informed about ongoing or recurring issues and bring greater awareness to management 

decision- making. 

 

Specifically, the objectives of the project were to:  

1) Perform documentary research and collect primary and secondary records relevant to writing an 

administrative history of Arches National Park. The extensive archives held at the Southeast Utah Group 

Archives (Moab Headquarters) formed the basis of the research. Additional research was conducted at the 

National Archives and Records Administration office in Denver, Denver Public Library, and Northern 

Arizona University Special Collections. Significant research was also completed using online libraries, 

databases, public records, and various other online and published sources. Research at SEUG was 

facilitated by NPS staff, initially Chris Goetze (Archaeologist) and subsequently Peekay Briggs 

(Archivist). In 2017, the new ATR requested that oral history interviews with long-time Arches staff be 

undertaken and incorporated into the research.  

2) Develop a historical narrative that synthesized and incorporated the research results and 

discussed in detail the major activities, events, and issues that have affected the park. 

Examples of these topics included: efforts to establish the park and related political issues; 

early activities and management issues and the role of the Civilian Conservation Corp in park 

infrastructure development; visitation trends past and present; major infrastructure planning 

achievements; land acquisition and expansion/contraction of park boundary through time; the 

role of Mission 66 in park infrastructure development; the change from Monument to Park 

status; recent management issues related to increased visitation and congestion, new 

recreational activities, etc.; and discussion of the park’s natural and cultural resources and 

related management strategies and policies.  

3) Produce a final written final report that is readable to a general audience and includes pertinent maps, 

illustrations, and photographs in sufficient quantity to enhance the narrative. The report also includes a 

bibliography that summarizes all documents and publications used in the project and an index to the text. 

Draft chapters were submitted for review by NPS in 2015 and 2016. The first complete draft report was 

submitted in May 2017, with comments received in December 2017. The final draft document was 

submitted in September 2018. After incorporation of final comments and professional technical editing, 

the final document was submitted on May 6, 2019 (three printed copies and electronic versions).  

Required deliverables for this project underwent significant revisions. Initially, a short report aimed at 

public education, which summarized the complete document, was requested. After two changes in ATRs, 

this deliverable was deleted and replaced with: 1) a series of oral history interviews with long-time 

Arches staff members that resulted in videos and transcribed audio records, 2) a video compiled from the 

interviews that addresses pertinent topics and can be viewed online or at the Arches Visitor Center; and 3) 

a museum exhibition titled Photographs by George L. Beam and the Making of Arches National 

Monument, which was on display at MNA between August 25 and November 11, 2018. These 

modifications resulted in an extension for the project end date. 


