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Abstract: A paleontological inventory was initiated in Bryce Canyon National Park (BCNP) in 

2006 because of the discovery of numerous significant Cretaceous vertebrate localities discovered 

over more than a decade prior to that.  Over the past four years (2006-2009) Dr. Jeff Eaton, along 

with various students, has systematically prospected Bryce Canyon.  Over 100 new localities were 

identified including vertebrate, invertebrate, and plant localities.  To test and evaluate localities for 

microvertebrates, sacks of matrix were collected and processed by wet screen-washing (in 2009 

3,500 lbs was collected).  This project has supported numerous undergraduate and graduate 

research projects.  Research continues on the fossils that were collected, with BCNP specimens 

included in papers on mammals, amphibians, fish, lizards, and crabs.  The 2010 field season will 

focus on collection of better samples from important localities, collections management, and 

dissemination of findings.  
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