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Abstract: A two-year project is proposed to develop an integrated Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) and Preservation Plan for El Morro National Monument. The CLR and Preservation Plan will be completed by the School of Design, University of Pennsylvania. The monument was originally established in 1906 to protect and interpret the wealth of inscriptions which document the coming of Europeans to the area beginning in the sixteenth century.  Today the area inscribed represents a rich and complex cultural landscape that goes beyond the original mandate incorporating a diverse array of natural and cultural resources including an ancient pueblo (Atsinna), Native American petroglyphs and pictographs, historical inscriptions, and a culturally and ecologically important pozo or water hole. 

Because the natural and cultural values of El Morro are intimately related, any Preservation Plan must acknowledge and mediate the relationship between the natural and cultural resources. A wealth of research and formal reports including a Cultural Landscape Inventory exist and can provide the necessary data to move forward with developing an integrated conservation and management plan that balances the values and needs of the monument as a whole.  Additional research, training, and preventive and remedial interventions (treatments) focused on the preservation of the inscriptions and other cultural features within the monument are proposed through a summer field school program beginning in 2008. The goal of the summer field school program is to collect and to evaluate data for the development of a Cultural Landscape Report (CLR).
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