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Abstract: There are approximately 300 cavates (hand-hewn cave dwellings) in the cliffs of Tsankawi Mesa at Bandelier National Monument.  There has never been a systematic program to document the remaining architectural and archaeological features in these chambers, although some work has been done that has focused on small groups and individual units.  Bandelier National Monument has received funding to begin this systematic recordation of the cavates, which will include an evaluation of previously prepared maps, correction of these maps and establishment of a consistent numbering system to be applied to all units, scanning of archival photographs and negatives, photographic (digital) documentation of cavate exteriors, architectural descriptions and measurements (including all walls, features and floors) for each cavate, condition assessment of individual units and prioritization of most threatened cavates, and data entry into a project database.  Rock art panels, cliff features and trails associated with the cavate pueblos, of which there are several, will also be documented through photographic and written means.  All written documentation, photography and condition assessment will be done using field forms, glossaries and protocols established by the park in conjunction with the CESU principal investigators.  A project database will also be developed by park personnel for data entry.  
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