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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  

Research will focus on identifying new paleontological sites and collecting specimens of Late Triassic fossil vertebrates, invertebrates, and plants in the Owl Rock Member of the Chile Formation in Petrified Forest National Park.  A team including two scientists (Behrensmeyer and Whatley) and up to five assistants (one fossil preparator and 3-4 students) will prospect strata in the northern wilderness areas of the park and document finds with GPS, digital photography, and geological sections.  The overall goal is to build understanding of the fossil resources of this under-explored area and to learn more about the small animals in the ancient vertebrate community, which may have included some of the earliest mammals on the North American continent.

