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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  
The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) required museums and federal agencies to prepare an “Inventory” of Native American human remains in their custody and/or possession.  The item-by-item description of human remains and associated funerary objects [43 CFR 10.2 (g)(2)] is required at 25 USC 3003. The inventory has two parts: 1) a listing of all human remains and associated funerary objects that are identified as being culturally affiliated with one or more present-day Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations, and 2) a listing of all culturally unidentifiable human remains for which no culturally affiliated present-day Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization can be determined [43 CFR 10.9 (d)]. Museums and Federal agencies were required to complete their inventories by November 16, 1995. 

NAGPRA also required museums and federal agencies to prepare “Summaries” - written descriptions of collections that may contain unassociated funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony [43 CFR 10.2 (g)(1)]. The summary serves in lieu of an object-by-object inventory of these collections, although, if an inventory is available, it may be substituted. The summary must include: an estimate of the number of objects in the collection or portion of the collection; a description of the kinds of objects included; reference to the means, date(s), and location(s) in which the collection or portion of the collection was acquired, where readily ascertainable; and information relevant to identifying lineal descendants, if available, and cultural affiliation. [43 CFR 10.8 (b)] Museums and Federal agencies were required to complete their summaries by November 16, 1993.

In compliance with NAGPRA, Casa Grande Ruins National Monument is conducting consultations with six potentially affiliated tribes to identify and gather cultural affiliation evidence and other relevant information regarding NAGPRA Inventory and potential Summary items in the park’s collection.  Because most of the park’s collection is curated at the Western Archeological and Conservation Center, assistance is needed in setting up and dismantling objects and spaces for tribal visitations as well as notetaking and updating catalog records with information gathered during consultation.  Any mounts needed for the objects must be appropriate for preservation as well as viewing.  Tribes are expected to request that some items be repatriated, and other objects must be prepared for their return to the claimant.  Research also will need to be conducted on some objects to provide additional information to tribes.
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