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Park: Tumacacori National Historical Park

Project: Catalog Museum Collections for Tumacacori National Historical Park

Investigator: Beth Grindell, Director, Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona, PO Box 210026, Tucson, AZ 85721-0026; telephone: (520) 621-6281; fax (520) 626-6761; email: grindell@email.arizona.edu

Project Number: UAZCP-184

Cooperators: Erin Bilyeu, Jessica Blaz, Shannon Kopelva, Caitlyn Wylie, Hannah Mills, Ashley D’Elia, Lauren Fuka

Final Project Report

Cooperators Mills, Wyler, and Kopelva performed the majority of the tasks for the cataloging of archeological artifacts from Tumacacori National Historical Park. Archeological materials from the following accessions were included in the cataloging project: TUMA-00084 (Project # TUMA 1964 A, TUMA 1965 A), TUMA-00087 (Project # TUMA 1979 C), TUMA-00088 (Project # TUMA 1980 A), TUMA-00097 (Project # TUMA 1977 A), TUMA-00221, TUMA-00223, TUMA-00225, and TUMA-00246. 

The archeological collections were transferred to WACC from between 1981 and 2009. Processing of the collections began in 2009 with sorting, washing, and re-housing of archeological artifacts. Students received training in artifact washing and dry-brushing procedures, and more than 6,000 artifacts were washed prior to sorting and cataloging. Newly washed artifacts were re-housed. All objects were sorted by material type and object type by provenience for cataloging and storage order.  The old labels were kept and permanently marked with the TUMA Catalog Number and TUMA Accession Number, as well as the WACC Accession Number.  

Park Archeologist Jeremy Moss provided some information on the provenience decoding for some of the projects, as well as the names of crew members for each project.  In addition, a good share of the historic artifacts had been examined by a New Mexico contractor, and, while the final report on that analysis was not completed in time for the cataloging, a spread sheet detailing some of the dating and descriptions of certain key items was made available to the catalogers by Moss.  Expert identifications and analyses of the ceramics, lithics, and bone artifacts have not occurred, so dates and descriptions for these classes of artifacts are broad or generic, or, lacking.  Future analyses of these items, should it occur, will no doubt necessitate a revision of catalog records in order to document the finer catalog record field definitions for these items.

Cooperators Mills and Wyler performed the majority of the data entry work for the project, entering all cataloging information into the Interior Collection Management System (ICMS), and cataloging notes were provided to the NPS registrar as required. Cooperator Fuka edited catalog records to ensure they met NPS and WACC standards and wrote the final report.

 The number of cataloged artifacts estimated for the project was 6,000, but the actual number turned out to be lower than expected. Upon completion of the project in March 2011, cooperators had cataloged 3,247 artifacts. The complexity of cataloging was greater than expected because no final report was available for the material and analysis had only been completed for a few artifact types. Students had to do more research on artifacts than expected, and trying to cross-match objects with data spreadsheets was more time consuming than anticipated. Many items had to be researched in order to catalog artifacts at the most basic level. In addition, objects had been pulled for research and returned, and it took additional time for cooperators to sort and reorganize the collections prior to cataloging.

In all, the following quantities of archeological artifacts were washed, cataloged, housed and stored in accordance with NPS policies:

	Accession Number
	Project Number/Name
	Number of Catalog Records Created
	Artifact Totals

	84
	TUMA 1964 A, TUMA 1965 A
	6
	9

	87
	TUMA 1979 C
	4
	12

	88
	TUMA 1980 A
	3
	7

	97
	TUMA 1977 A
	1
	1

	221
	2002: New Water Lines
	504
	3,161

	223
	Re-Stucco VC and Boundary Bldg
	9
	55

	225
	
	1
	1

	246
	
	1
	1


Total: 3,247		        


No archives were cataloged in order to complete the work with the archeological materials.

