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Abstract: 
The Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument (PARA) has a long history of botanical exploration and significant progress has been made in documenting the flora of the area.  Unfortunately, the published and unpublished literature on the monument’s flora has not been synthesized into a single database or report, and vascular plant specimens from the area are dispersed among at least seven major regional herbaria.  The purpose of this project is to develop a Microsoft Excel database listing all vascular plant species confirmed or reported as occurring in PARA (based on herbarium specimens and literature), as well as those that might potentially occur or are confirmed as falsely reported. This database will be annotated with additional information on synonyms, taxonomic notes, park abundance, geographic range, nativity, flowering period, growth form, distribution by habitat type, and other relevant data.  These data will be in a form that can be easily accessed and queried by PARA resource management staff and the public.  Ultimately, the data will be used to generate the monument’s NPSpecies database (the standardized MS Access database used by all National Park Service units) and as the baseline for a report in the National Park Service’s Technical Report Series on the vascular flora of the monument.  The report will include a summary of the monument’s vegetation, geology, rare flora, invasive weeds, and botanical research history and will be made available to the public on line as a downloadable pdf file.  Information gathered in this effort will help monument resource managers better understand the flora of PARA and make more informed management decisions.
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