PROJECT ABSTRACT

Colorado Plateau Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit
(Cooperative Agreement # H1200-09-0005)
Park: Northern Colorado Plateau Inventory and Monitoring Network
Project Title: Monitoring Landbirds in NCPN Park Units and Yellow-Billed Cuckoos at Dinosaur NM
Funding Amount: $43,150 ($38,150 from 2118-1202-NII, $5,000 from 2141-ARST-NYY)
CPCESU Partner Institution: Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Principal Investigator: Tammy VerCauteren, Interim Executive Director, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 1232, Brighton, CO 80601, phone – 303-659-4348, FAX – 303-659-0791, Tammy.VerCauteren@rmbo.org
Co-Investigator: David Hanni, 230 Cherry St., Fort Collins, CO 80521, phone – 970-482-1707, david.hanni@rmbo.org
NPS Key Official: Dr. Dustin W. Perkins, Program Manager, Northern Colorado Plateau Network, National Park Service, 1100 North Avenue, Biology Dept., Mesa State College, Grand Junction, CO 81501, tel: 970-248-1466, Fax: 970-248-1700, dustin_w_perkins@nps.gov
Start Date: June 29, 2009
End Date: October 31, 2011
Abstract: The NCPN has identified land birds as a vital sign for long-term monitoring. Land birds have important functional roles in ecosystems and are considered useful indicators of ecosystem integrity. The NCPN will collaborate with a regional effort that monitors breeding birds among various habitats.  The utility of NCPN parks as representative of reference conditions and the contribution of information from park units to a much larger program are desirable aspects of such collaboration. This project will allow NCPN and RMBO to conduct land bird monitoring in selected park units of the NCPN.  This project will also cover a survey for yellow-billed cuckoos at Dinosaur National Monument.
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