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Abstract: 
The Mexican spotted owl (MSO) (Strix occidentalis lucida) is listed as federally threatened.  On August 31, 2004, the USFWS published the Final Designation of Critical Habitat for MSO.  The FWS Final Rule provides guidelines for habitat management.  Recent Endangered Species Act concurrence with the USFWS has asked that ROMO and GRSA identify and manage potential MSO habitat.  The owl is known to inhabit canyon and mixed-conifer forests.  Surveys for the MSO in NPS Units previously focused in areas of highest probability of finding MSO.  These surveys occurred in steep-walled canyons such as the type of habitat found in Mesa Verde and Canyonlands.  Surveys in potential habitat such as mature mixed-conifer forests found in ROMO and GRSA are needed.
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