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PROJECT TITLE: Mapping and Survey of Pueblo La Plata (NA 11648), Agua Fria National Monument
EFFECTIVE DATES: August 15, 2003 to April 30, 2004
PROJECT ABSTRACT: Northern Arizona University proposes a project designed to provide basic information useful for subsequent detailed mapping of Pueblo la Plata, an archaeological site in the recently-designated Agua Fria National Monument. This site receives many visitors and has been identified as a location suitable for interpretive development. Detailed recordation is a critical step in protecting the sites informational values and planning for its public use. The project represents a cooperative effort between Northern Arizona University, the Museum of Northern Arizona (MNA), and Geo-Map, Inc. of Tucson, Arizona. Dr. Christian E. Downum of Northern Arizona University (NAU) will serve as Principal Investigator. Dr. David Wilcox, Curator of Archaeology at MNA and adjunct professor at NAU, will serve as Project Director and coordinator of the archaeological survey.� Sub-contracting of technical aspects of aerial photography and mapping will be supplied by James P. Holmlund from Geo-Map, Inc.� Geo-Map will first establish permanent site datums and provide high-resolution aerial photography services.� These services will provide the NAU-MNA team with the information needed to complete an archaeological survey of Pueblo la Plata, Fort Silver, and the intervening area to locate and map significant and identifiable archaeological features and diagnostic artifacts.� Geo-Map will complete a high-resolution aerial photography project, directed by James Holmlund, to establish photogrammetric targets, permanent site datums, and a complete collection of stereo aerial photographs.� The B/W aerial photographs will be taken at a scale of 1:2000 to enable use in photogrammetric mapping and computer cartography. �The placement of datums and aerial photography will be followed by a surface survey conducted by NAU students and experienced volunteers supervised by Dr. Wilcox.� The survey crew will locate and map features.� NAU will obtain a BLM Cultural Resource Use Permit to collect a sample of painted ceramics and other diagnostic artifacts from the surface for safekeeping and analysis. This project is conceived as the initial year in a multi-year program of investigation, which will lead to substantial research opportunities for NAU faculty, staff, and students�
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