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Abstract: 
A comprehensive Weed Management Plan and accompanying environmental compliance needs to be completed for the Puerco River Riparian Zone within the administrative boundaries of Petrified Forest National Park in order to begin strategic and systematic restoration operations.
Petrified Forest National Park has known populations of exotic species which are impacting park resources, particularly in the Puerco River Riparian Zone.  In 2002, 2003, and 2004, an intensive survey this of area for invasive non-native plants was conducted.  

The distribution and abundance of many invasive non-native species was observed within the riparian zone (Thomas, Hunt and Ostrowski 2004; Thomas, Dale and Hunt 2003), some of which are listed as noxious in the state of Arizona.

Park staff has been working with the State of Arizona Water Resources Protection Program on a grant to fund the restoration of the Puerco River Corridor.  The grant cycle begins in October 2007, with final grant submission due in May, 2008.  Anticipated start up on the project will be any time October-January, 2008.  Therefore, completion of the Weed Management Plan and accompanying environmental compliance documents by September or October, 2008 is imperative. 
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