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PROJECT TITLE: Fire Use Over a Southwestern Elevational Gradient: Effects of 2003 Fires
 
 

	EFFECTIVE DATES: Sept 2004 through December 31, 2005
 

	 
PROJECT ABSTRACT: In 2003, a series of 4 lightning-ignited wildland fires were managed to burn over 19,000 acres on the North Rim of Grand Canyon National Park.� These fires burned over approximately 82 permanent plots that had been established within the previous 2-6 years.� The burned plots range in elevation from 7,500 to over 8,600 feet, representing all the high-elevation forest types in southwestern forests (ponderosa pine, mixed conifer, aspen, and spruce-fir).� A wealth of data already exists about the plot network, including fire regimes, reconstructions of past forest structure, and modeling of changes in canopy fuels and fire hazard over time.� Wildland fire behavior and weather were closely monitored.� We propose to collect post-fire data and analyze the relationships between pre-fire conditions, observed fire behavior, and fire effects.� Rapid response is essential because we have the unique opportunity for post-fire sampling from fires occurring in a single year over plots arrayed across such a large environmental gradient.
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