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Abstract: 
The National Park Service (NPS) will work in partnership with the Museum of Northern Arizona (MNA) to offer a Parks as Classrooms experience by creating a series of internet-based explorations of artifacts associated with Wupatki National Monument (WUPA). This collaborative effort will provide an opportunity for research concerning WUPA archaeological resources and will engage students, teachers, and the larger public in an internet-based exploration of the scientific importance and cultural meanings of artifacts currently on display at the visitor center at Wupatki National Monument. 

Only a small number of artifacts (104) currently are visible to the public and park visitors usually have limited time to experience those artifacts as the majority of their time is focused on outdoor travel and tours of ruins. This project builds on the existing exhibits and park interpretation and seeks to create a more in-depth visitor experience concerning human activities, scientific perspectives, cultural meanings, and cultural changes in the Wupatki area.  The project’s goal is to provide visitors with a greater appreciation of the complex stories that underlie the individual artifacts from WUPA, and to explore, via the internet, a wider variety of material objects than can now be accommodated in the visitor center.
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