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ABSTRACT

The “Condition Survey and Re-housing of YOSE Archeological Collections” project was designed to provide a conservation survey of Yosemite National Park’s archeological museum collections. The collection of just over 1,000,000 items includes materials recovered during systematic excavations conducted from the 1950s to present along an elevational transect between 2,000 and 10,000 ft. in the western Sierra Nevada range, representing several thousand years of occupation. It also contains some of the earliest materials found in the Sierra Nevada region. It is currently stored in 13 storage cabinets in the park’s El Portal museum facility. The survey will involve examining individual objects or groups of objects to evaluate their needs, as well as inspecting storage and exhibit locations at the site, and preparing a written report of findings and recommendations. The collection’s re-housing needs will be addressed as part of this survey project, and collections will be transferred to archival containers determined appropriate for various types of materials to aid in their preservation and to facilitate research access. 

This project was completed as part of a cooperative agreement between Yosemite National Park and Arizona State University through the Colorado Plateau Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit.  ASU provided two-person teams who worked at the Park curation facility in El Portal during four working sessions during 2010 and 2011 to complete upgrading and re-housing storage of objects contained in cabinets (Cases A1, A2, and A3), to meet NPS museum standards. 

The Re-housing Project-Yosemite Museum Archaeological Collections resulted in upgrading the housing methods of 17,352 objects to meet NPS museum standards. ASU and NPS staff successfully completed preservation methods for long term care of the archaeological collections in cases A1 through A3. ASU staff compiled a spreadsheet showing project time and effort, these results will provide useful information for future collections management project proposals.
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INTRODUCTION
The Re-housing Project for the Yosemite Museum Archeological Collections was conducted through a cooperative agreement between the National Park Service (NPS) Yosemite Museum Repository located in El Portal, California and the Arizona State University (ASU) located in Tempe, Arizona. The cooperative agreement project was carried out through the Colorado Plateau Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CPCESU) headquartered in Flagstaff, Arizona. 

The YOSE archaeological museum collection consists of just over 1,000,000 items, collected from systematic excavation conducted from the 1950s to present times. These archaeological objects in El Portal are accessioned and cataloged. The objects are stored in 13 large double-door cases with pull-out drawers. ASU staff upgraded the housing methods of objects in cases A1, A2, and A3, to meet museum standards.

The purpose of the Condition and Re-Housing for the Yosemite Museum Archaeological Collections Project was to provide the Yosemite museum staff with curatorial assistance for their archaeological collections in El Portal. ASU staff provided preliminary preservation work for the long term care and management of the archaeological collections. In addition to this, the re-housing project introduced ASU staff, to basic museum collection management methods as well as learning about techniques used for long term preservation of archaeological material. ASU staff was not responsible for individual object condition assessments, or collection condition surveys.  

The project was completed by Darsita Ryan, museum specialist, and Katie Gorin, museum assistant, at the School of Human Evolution & Social Change, Arizona State University (ASU) for the first three working sessions at Yosemite. For the fourth working session, Katie Gorin and Linda Williams, archaeological specialist, completed the work. Assistance was also provided by Joan, an intern at the Yosemite National Park. Project on site supervision was provided by Barbara Beroza, Yosemite Museum Curator, and Miriam Luchans, Yosemite Museum Registrar, and overall project supervision by Arleyn Simon (ASU principal investigator). Tasks for this project were accomplished during five trips to El Portal, California, totaling nine weeks and two days.

The Re-housing Project-Yosemite Museum Archaeological Collections resulted in upgrading the housing methods of 17,352 objects to meet NPS museum standards. ASU and NPS staff successfully completed preservation methods for long term care of the archaeological collections in cases A1 through A3. ASU staff compiled a spreadsheet showing project time and effort, these results will provide useful information for future collections management project proposals. 

Project Planning

Preparation for the Re-housing Project-Yosemite National Park Archaeological Collections: Arleyn and Linda (ASU-ARI) traveled to Yosemite, August 3-4, 2010, to conduct a preliminary site visit. They met with Barbara Beroza, Curator-Yosemite Museum, and viewed the archaeological collections located both at the Bally Building in El Portal and the Yosemite Museum in Yosemite Village. Various cases and drawers were inspected and documented through photographs and written notes. 
Darsita Ryan used these notes and photographs to write a tentative re-housing plan for Yosemite (see Re-Housing Plan). In this plan, forms were designed and recommendations were made with the intent to complete a drawer inventory and a condition survey. See Photo Log, Drawer Condition Survey form and Object Re-housing form. Katie and Darsita referenced the National Park Service Handbook for Museums (Part I: Museum Collections) and also read various literature on museum conservation methods for archaeological objects. 

RE-HOUSING PROJECT
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
The project objectives were to complete a collection condition survey (CCS) of each drawer and to re-house the objects, however, once at Yosemite the CCS task was eliminated due to time constraints. Miriam provided direct supervision of Darsita, Katie, and Linda. Amy Fantasia, Yosemite Museum Technician, provided assistance to ASU staff as well. Katie and Darsita made three trips and Katie and Linda made one trip to Yosemite in 2010 and 2011. 

Scope of the Project
The scope of the project included re-housing objects that were cataloged and accessioned by the Yosemite NPS Museum in El Portal, California. The archaeological collections at Yosemite included over 1,000,000 objects housed in two different buildings. In El Portal, 13 large double-door cases hold the majority of the archaeological objects. A list of objects in this Re-housing Project-Yosemite National Park Archaeological Collections is given in Appendix A (excel spreadsheet, YOSE Collection Database/Drawer Condition Survey). 

The major task that was achieved includes:

a.) re-housing archaeological objects to meet standards of NPS

b.) labeling each object with provenience information

Method 
The objective was to re-house the objects in the drawers, moving in consecutive order beginning with case A1 because these cases contained the oldest collections with the most re-housing needs.  These collections did not have artifact tag labels and they did not have any provenience information associated with them. Darsita and Katie were provided with a copy of the YOSE database, however this excel spreadsheet was not up to date and didn’t include provenience information for each object. Therefore Miriam designed and printed object labels using NPS Re:discovery while ASU staff photographed drawers located in 1B, Row A, Case A1 and A2. YOSE staff provided Katie, Darsita, and Linda a work area and archival supplies needed for the project. Miriam provided some collection management training to ASU staff, specifically cataloging and accessioning methods. Basic preservation methods were implemented by staff, throughout the project. 

WORK SUMMARY
The Re-housing Project-Yosemite Museum Archaeological Collections resulted in upgrading housing methods to meet NPS museum standards; 17,352 objects (56 drawers), 592 hours, three full time ASU employees (534 hours) with contributions from two NPS staff (58 hours), an average of 11 hours per drawer. ASU staff successfully completed preservation methods for long term care of the archaeological collections in cases A1 through A3. ASU staff compiled a spreadsheet showing project time and effort, these results will provide useful information for future collections management project proposals. The tasks outlined in the scope-of-work have been successfully completed and have resulted in this report. 
Although objectives were met in the re-housing plan, the plan was slightly modified due to time constraints and decisions made post arrival. 
Two forms were designed for this project. The Drawer Condition Survey (DCS) form was meant to document (survey) the current condition of the entire archaeological collection before re-housing began. The Object Re-Housing (ORH) form was meant to document re-housing methods used for each individual object in each drawer. However, being that the drawers were re-housed consecutively as a whole, the DCS form was sufficient. Each DCS form includes a brief description of the drawer, photograph (before and after) numbers, material (lithics, groundstone, faunal, C-14, metal, etc.), re-housing method, supplies used, start/end time, count (not dimensions), location, and accession number(s). Not using the ORH form significantly lessened the amount of time spent on each drawer. The ORH form may be useful for future treatment of individual objects that require special housing needs such as micro-environments. 
This report serves as documentation of the work accomplished and a detailed summary of the re-housed collections. Attached project documents include: A) the Re-housing Plan, B) a summary table of each case drawer, C) a table of before and after photographs of each drawer, and D) daily log of the ASU team members. Additionally, scans of the worksheets for each drawer have been submitted to the Park separately. 
This report was reviewed by Barbara Beroza and Miriam Luchans of Yosemite National Park. The report and attachments serve as the final report of the work accomplished during the project. 
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that a survey of the remaining drawers be completed using the DCS (Draw Condition Survey) form. The detailed information on each DCS form will be helpful in determining needs of the collection and to write future project proposals. 
It is recommended that a closer look be taken at the humidity control in each cabinet; especially for those drawers and cabinets containing metal objects. A lot of rust was noted during the drawer survey. The Re-housing plan in this report includes information regarding microenvironments. 
