
Liberal Studies Committee Notes of Discussion 

August 31, 2021; 1:00-2:45 p.m., virtually via zoom 

Meeting called by:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 

Type of meeting: Liberal Studies Committee 
Facilitator:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 
Note taker/recorder: Barbara Branton  
 

Voting members:  Jason BeDuhn, Bruce Fox, Susan Smiley, C. Christina, Toby Hocking, James Latham, Alison Conant, Shelley Vaughn, Jeannie Copley, Allie 
Stender, Amy Hughes, Mary DeJong, Anne Medill, Jesse Egert, Robert Wallace, Theresa Bierer, Christopher Doughty 
 
Ex-Officio members: Jeff Berglund, Melinda Treml, Amy Rushall, Betsy Buford, Monica Bai, Kim Hensley-Owens, Alana Kuhlman 
 
Excused voting:   Louise Lockard,  
Excused ex-officio: Maylee Acosta, Meredith Heller excused for fall 
 
 

Topic  Discussion 

Welcome/Notes of 
Discussion 

 Call to Order:   

Members introduced themselves to each other over Zoom. 

J. Latham moved, S. Smiley seconded and the Notes of Discussion for April 27, 2021, meeting passed with all new 

members abstaining. 

Consent Agenda 

 Following an explanation from the chair on how the consent agenda functions, members had the opportunity to 

discuss or comment on TSM 303W.  While this syllabus was reviewed in the spring, members asked for additional 

clarification and the returned syllabus missed the April 27 agenda.  This course was approved unanimously.  

Discussion Item: 
Review of LSC By-Laws 

& needed revisions 

 
Members reviewed the existing bylaws.  While the committee charge remains the same; there will be areas to be 
updated: 

• Change of committee name 

• Addition of new colleges 

• Additional rep from each college 

• Update for E-Learning name change, 

• Moving ASNAU to ex-officio 

• Other items that come up during AY 21-22 



As these are more than minor changes, once approved by the committee the revised bylaws will be submitted to the 
Faculty Senate for approval.   

The committee may wish to consider a designated Math Foundations representative as there may not always be a 
math faculty representative from CEFNS.  The committee is accepting faculty volunteers to work with the 
subcommittees reviewing the courses moving from distribution blocks to knowledge areas. These volunteers will be 
voting members for the subcommittee but will be ex-officio for committee/consent agenda votes. 

Discussion Item: 
Overview of Coming 

Year 

 
The broad overview of the program, how and why changes are being made (results of Liberal Studies Program Review 
and ABOR Policy 22-10), and the new general studies proposal were presented by Melinda Treml and Jeff Berglund.  A 
series of slides compared the old and new program and reflected areas where capacity for the new program will be an 
issue as well as anticipated shifts from the distribution blocks to the knowledge areas.  Some of these shifts will be 
lateral but some must adopt a new knowledge area and will require extensive revisions.  Other highlighted changes 
include the addition of American Institutions, embedding of the diversity perspectives within the knowledge areas, and 
a better understanding that a lab space is not the only way to define a lab, along with incorporating new essential skills 
across the curriculum per ABOR policy.  The slides will be shared with the committee and a copy of the approved 
proposal is available at:  https://in.nau.edu/curriculum-and-assessment/liberal-studies-committee/ 

Members were reminded that the old liberal studies program will continue to exist, and some courses may fulfill 
requirements in either program until those students who are currently enrolled have graduated, like the teach out of a 
deleted program. 

The data shows there are 85K seats in the program, taught by 1000 unduplicated faculty. All students participate in this 
program.  Liberal Studies is NAU’s largest academic program.  

In spring 2021, departments participated in a course census to determine areas of shortfall for the new program.  They 
answered 4 questions: would the course stay in the program, would the course be removed from the program, are 
there existing courses to add to the program, or are there new courses to develop for the program.  Several slides 
presented data on shortfalls in specific areas, including a ±40% shortage for the new American Institutions knowledge 
area.  Some of the existing US Ethnic courses may move to a new diversity designation and that will shift the availability 
of seats.  The Curriculum and Assessment Coordinating committee will be meeting weekly to discuss solutions to 
launch the program by AY 23-24 and its members will report back to their constituents.  

The curriculum process timeline for AY 21—22 was presented.  New courses are being accepted until October 29; 
however, Liberal Studies is only accepting JLW or Capstone courses this academic year.  A future discussion will be 
about streamlining the review of courses that are seeking both a liberal studies and diversity perspectives designation.  
It is hoped that the new Essential Course Design requirements form will assist with this process.  The new form will 
require faculty to copy from their syllabus to answer specific questions that identify why the course meets the 
requirements for the program.  The committee will have an opportunity to review the form before it is adopted. 

During the teach out phase of the Liberal Studies program, courses will be listed in the catalog with both the Liberal 
Studies and General Studies designations.  It is expected that students finishing their Liberal Studies program will 
benefit from the new, more robust general studies program. 

https://in.nau.edu/curriculum-and-assessment/liberal-studies-committee/


 

 

 

 

First steps of implementation will include looking at possible lateral shifts from one distribution block in LS to a like knowledge 
area in GS. For these courses, minimal revisions are anticipated in such things as essential skills and information literacy to 
adjust to the new program.  Examples include AHI to AH, SAS to SL, LAB to SM, SPW to SPW, etc.   These can potentially be 
approved as a block this semester, and the needed minor revisions can be made subsequently in connection with the LSC 
normal recertification process that occurs in connection with the academic program review cycle for each program.  Once 
approved for GS, the courses will need to list both the LS and GS designations in syllabi and some discussion is needed on how 
best to articulate these so syllabi are clear and brief, and not create confusion.  Members can always ask for more details as 
the lists come forward for the lateral shift approvals. 

Announcements 
 Chair BeDuhn explained how the committee uses the agenda space “Announcements” and “Good of the order” to share 

information or to ask for future agenda items/discussions. 

Good of the Order (your 

opportunity for future 
agenda items) 

 Members were reminded that we are already entering the recruiting cycle for Fall 2022.  If members are available to help 
explain the liberal studies program and its importance to developing a well-rounded global citizen, please reach out to the 
advising representative.  Orientations happen during the summer months. 

Adjourn  Meeting was adjourned at 2:46pm.  The next meeting will be in September 14.  


