
Liberal Studies Committee Notes of Discussion  

August 26, 2020, 1:00-2:45 p.m., virtually via zoom 

Meeting called by:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 

Type of meeting: Liberal Studies Committee 

Facilitator:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 

Note taker/recorder: Barbara Branton  
Voting members:  Jason BeDuhn, Bruce Fox, Susan Smiley, Amy Hughes, C. Christina, Toby Hocking, John Doherty, Kristen Konkel, Michael Bolar, Jermaine 
Martinez, Alison Conant, Louise Lockard, James Copley,  
Ex-Officio members: Jeff Berglund, Melinda Treml, Monica Bai, Alana Kuhlman, Sue Pieper, Clarreese Greene, Amy Rushall 
Excused voting:  Vince Caranchini, Shelley Vaughn, Jeannie Copley,  
Excused ex-officio: Kim Hensley-Owens, Flower Darby 
 
Agenda and notes of discussion 

Topic  Discussion 

Welcome 

 Call to Order: Quorum was present.  

Members introduced themselves with information about college represented, years at NAU or years on the committee. New 
members were welcomed 

Notes of August 25, 2020 meeting were approved. 

Consent Agenda 
 

There were no consent agenda items for this meeting.  

Course Review Update 
 

No new courses are ready for review. Committee did receive two Capstones that are being revised. Another submission will be 
part of the review training.   

Preliminary discussion: 
LS and double majors  

 The topic of Liberal Studies and how it relates to students pursuing a double major was introduced.  Are students able 

to use the 9 credit overlap between the major and the Liberal Studies requirement? Students must meet the specific 

degree requirements but there are exceptions/procedures to use some of the same courses for both degrees.  There is 

one general “W” course, ENG 305, but most majors now offer their own “W” course. Capstones are degree specific.  

Members mentioned instances for students to get more from their liberal studies credits such as pursuing a minor. 

These credits could become a building block to pursuing a micro-credential. Also mentioned was the BUS degree that 

pulls in two minors to help a student complete a major and may be structured to resemble an interdisciplinary or 

liberal arts degree.  Students must have completed 60 credits before applying for the BUS.  



 

 

 

 

An invitation will be extended to the Registrar’s office for an explanation of how double majors and Liberal Studies are 

manageded through the Academic Advisement Report (AAR).  

Habits of Mind 

 Director Berglund presented the Habits of Mind/intellectual habits document the committee created in the spring to support 
the Liberal Studies Task Force efforts. Following several rounds of review/wordsmithing, the committee agreed to four areas 
with additional discussion of phrasing during this meeting. The four areas are:  

 Curiosity, creativity, and an openness to learning  

 Intellectual integrity, responsibility, and courage 

 Persistence and flexibility  

 Self-awareness & reflection about learning 
These habits would be part of the holistic goal of “intellectual wellness”, be incorporated throughout the curriculum and when 

combined with the knowledge and skills acquired through the general education program, become the building blocks essential 

to become engaged citizens. The revised document will be shared with the task force for incorporation in the proposed general 

education program. 

Course Proposal 
Review Process 

 Director Berglund shared a submitted syllabus and the SPW review form. Members pursued a more in-depth review of 

the proposal, looking for specifics to complete the review form and were reminded that sometimes the information is 

not in the syllabus but in the cover sheets accompanying the proposal. Members discussed encouraging proposers to 

do a self-review based on the review form before submission. Also discussed was the alignment of the assignments to 

the learning outcomes. When the course purpose excludes the essential skills and it may be easier another faculty 

member to pick up the course and emphasize a different skill.  Another item to review or seek inclusion of is the class 

schedule of assignments. It was suggested that all learning outcomes may not be covered in each assignment even if 

they were listed in the syllabus.   

   

Announcements   

Good of the Order (your 

opportunity for future 
agenda items) 

 

 

Adjourn  J. Latham moved, J. Doherty seconded and meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm.  The next meeting will be September 22.  


