
Liberal Studies Committee Notes of Discussion  

September 22, 2020, 1:00-2:45 p.m., virtually via zoom 

Meeting called by:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 

Type of meeting: Liberal Studies Committee 

Facilitator:  Jason BeDuhn, Chair 

Note taker/recorder: Barbara Branton  
Voting members:  Jason BeDuhn, Bruce Fox, Susan Smiley, Amy Hughes, C. Christina, Toby Hocking, John Doherty, Kristen Konkel, Michael Bolar, Jermaine 
Martinez, Alison Conant, Louise Lockard, James Latham, Vince Caranchini, Shelley Vaughn, Jeannie Copley 
Ex-Officio members: Jeff Berglund, Melinda Treml, Monica Bai, Alana Kuhlman, Sue Pieper, Clarreese Greene, Amy Rushall, Betsy Buford 
Excused voting:   
Excused ex-officio: Kim Hensley-Owens,  
 
Agenda and notes of discussion 

Topic  Discussion 

Welcome 
 Call to Order: Quorum was present.  

S. Smiley moved, J. Doherty seconded, and the Notes of Discussion for September 8, 2020 meeting were approved. 

Consent 
Agenda/Course review 

update 

 
There were no consent agenda items for this meeting. Director Berglund reported AST 496C has been distributed to an ad hoc 
subcommittee to be reviewed. He is working with several faculty on prereview revisions. ANT 108 has been withdrawn by the 
department.  

Update: LS and double 
majors  

 M. Treml reported that student records track majors as primary major and second major.  In an example, student 

wants to major in biology (primary major), takes the courses and then adds a second major anthropology. All the liberal 

studies elements apply to the primary major.  The 9 credits limit allowed to overlap between LS and the major apply 

only to the primary major (in this example, biology).  The limit is not applied to the second major (in this example, 

anthropology), and the LS/second major overlap is unlimited under current practice.  Following some discussion by the 

committee members, it was concluded that the current practice is good, because it does not impede students’ 

progression to graduation and encourages second majors, which help graduates in their career options.  There was a 

question as to which program gets credit for the student’s major(s). The Institutional Research website states students 

who gradatute with multiple degrees in the same semester will be counted multiple times, once for each degree 

earned.  However, students who graduate with multiple majors under the same degree title will only be counted once 

for that degree. See:  https://www7.nau.edu/pair/reports/DegreeAwardSEM    

Liberal Studies Task 
Force report 

 After briefing on the program evolution, Director Berglund and M. Treml presented the draft for the proposed ABOR compliant 
general education program.  Members shared their personal experiences with a general education program as well as 
brainstormed some names for the program themed to go with the “mountain campus” focus.  Members want to change the 

https://www7.nau.edu/pair/reports/DegreeAwardSEM


 

 

 

 

conversation about the general education program so students don’t view it as something to get out of the way but the 
benefits it brings to create a well rounded citizen.  Members walked through a chart comparing the existing program to the 
proposed program and discussed the elements, the overlaps of the old distribution blocks and the development of the 
knowledge areas under the new program as well as the addition of a new course within diversity on the dimensions of 
difference.  Ethics is a new area for the program and members discussed various models by which this requirement could be 
met.  It was agreed that an ethics course should reside within the major, comparably to the JLW course (for which programs 
can opt to have students take a W course from a source outside the major, such as ENG 305W).  Members discussed having 
further conversations on Global Languages and where these courses best fit with the proposed new definitions of Arts and 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and Diversity.  Next steps include sharing the proposed program with the campus constituencies 
and gathering additional input.  The goal is to have a proposal to present to the Faculty Senate for review and adoption by the 
end of the term.  

   

Announcements   

Good of the Order (your 

opportunity for future 
agenda items) 

 

 

Adjourn  K. Konkel moved, J. Latham seconded and meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm.  The next meeting will be October 6.  


