
University Undergraduate Committee Notes of Discussion  
10.1.19 – 2:15 pm-3:30pm, SAS 434 

 
Meeting called by:  Marieke Taney, Chair 
Type of meeting: University Undergraduate Committee 
Facilitator:  Marieke Taney 
Note taker:  Barbara Branton 

Voting members:  

Mary DeJong, Sally Doshier, Elisa Wiedeman, Jin Wang, Ricardo Guthrie, Marieke Taney, Brian Stone 

Non-Voting members: Melinda Treml, Stephanie Winters, Samantha Clifford, Steve Palmer, Jeff Berglund 

Zoom meeting line: Marcie Delmotte, Ted Martinez, Cecilia Chaffin, Kelsey Winsor, Ambur Marie Lindstrommette, Christopher Gore, 

Excused: Kitty Corak, Sue Pieper, 

Visitor:  

Agenda and notes of discussion 
 

Topic Discussion 

 
Call to Order 

Quorum was present. Thanks to S. Clifford for running Zoom chat. 

  

Notes of discussion M. DeJong moved, S. Doshier seconded, and the notes of discussion April 24, 2019 were approved.  

Charge to the Committee 

Chair Taney summarized the handout on the committee’s charge:  … to establish and maintain standards, policies, and 

procedures to ensure university undergraduate curricula comply with the stated mission and goals of Northern Arizona University. 
The UUC accomplishes this charge by: 

 articulating standards for undergraduate study across disciplines, ensuring the general expectations and performance of 
undergraduate students are appropriate to undergraduate-level academic programs and certificates; 

 providing meaningful feedback on newly proposed undergraduate degree and certificate plans in relation to NAU’s current 
programs, to the academic unit’s Dean and Provost;  

 reviewing sections of an undergraduate program’s Academic Program Review or Specialized Accreditation report that 
pertain to undergraduate curriculum, using the Degree Program Expectations to provide recommendations to the 
academic units, the academic unit’s Dean, and the Provost for consideration in the academic unit’s Action Plan; and 

 making recommendations to an academic unit’s Dean, the Provost, and the Curriculum and Assessment Coordinating 
Committee, regarding an academic unit’s achievement of Degree Program Expectations as documented in their 
Academic Program Review or External Accreditation report. 

Programs for Review AY 19-20 
M. Treml discussed the one program the committee will review in AY 19-20 – Geology. The committee will work as 
a whole during its meeting times to complete its review.  



 

Of those reviewed last year, some have received their feedback, some are making changes or possible 
reorganizations before they look at their feedback and others have used the feedback to reinforce changes they 
wanted to implement. 

The UUC will review new curriculum as it is received. Members will be asked to vote on curriculum for programs 
not located in a college and are encouraged to skim all curriculum agendas to see if they find possible repeat or 
similar courses in other colleges. Changes for First  Year Experience and the ITG prefix courses are anticipated but 
have not been received.  

Members would like color-coding for simplification of curriculum map review especially with 5 programs in AY 20-
21.  

Liberal Studies Task Force Update 

The Liberal Studies task force charge and goals were shared. The task force will review the existing Liberal Studies 
program pieces to bring it into alignment with the recent ABOR policy on general education. Additionally, it will 
work to incorporate recommendations from the external reviewers following the AY 18-19 Liberal Studies 
academic program review. When the task force is finished faculty and students should have a concise, easy to 
articulate understanding of what the liberal studies program is and why it is important to NAU graduates. Task 
Force materials will be circulated in a round robin format for maximum input from the faculty senate curriculum 
committees, the academic chairs council, academic associate deans and ultimately be approved by Faculty Senate. 
There will be regular updates provided to ABOR. All campuses have alluded to needing additional resources to 
implement the policy requirements.  

Good of the Order 
A process for proposing new programs was adopted and shared with the deans this past week. The process should 
help streamline the launch of new degree programs and assist with marketing and attracting initial cohorts.  

Announcements  

Adjournment E. Wiedeman moved, M. DeJong seconded and the meeting adjourned at 3:30. 


