
 

 

Syllabus Template AY 2015-16:  
Liberal Studies Social & Political Worlds Distribution Block 

*Italics indicates instructions for filling out the Syllabus Template. 
General Information 

• Name of college and department 
• Course prefix, number, and title 
• Semester in which course will be offered 
• Clock hours, credit hours 
• Instructor’s name 
• Office address 
• Office hours 

Course Pre-requisite(s), Co-requisite(s), Co-convened, and/or Cross-Listed Courses:  
 
Course Description The course description needs to describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution 
Block, and how the Essential Skills are taught within the course. 
 
To describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution Block, provide a well-articulated rationale 
describing how this course addresses at least one of the following descriptors of the Social & Political Worlds Distribution 
Block.  Describe how the content in the course addresses: 

 patterns that characterize the history of human communities, 
 relationships between the psychological, social, cultural and political components of human communities, 
 dynamics of human behavior in varied context, and the dynamic relationships between human communities and 

their ecological context, 
 the systematic components and dynamics of contemporary human societies, 
 relationships between human societies in the global community, and/or 
 the major dimensions of variation in contemporary human experience. 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address the Social & Political Worlds Distribution Block 
REL 207: Comparative Fundamentalisms in the World Religions 
REL 207 contributes to the Social and Political Worlds Distribution Block designation which explores how different 
empirical and theoretical strategies are used to study human behavior and social, political, and cultural systems.  REL 
207 engages students in the study of the patterns that characterize fundamentalist religious movements and 
ideologies in four major world religions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism.  The examination of these 
traditions is embedded within the political and geographical environments of the United States, India, Israel, and the 
Middle East/ North Africa.  Religious fundamentalism is understood as a modern phenomenon: it is a modern 
religious response to modernity.  Hence, cultural, legal and geopolitical themes are blended into the study fo the 
religious outlooks of particular communities as they struggle to make sense of the forces of secularization and 
globalization.  Students will learn how ot identify common patterns in fundamentalist world views as well as 
dissimilarities among and between fundamentalist movements.  The course includes thematic foci on, first gender and 
second, the proclivity toward violence among the radical fringe of religious fundamentalists. 
 
 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography 
HIS/ WGS 355 addresses the Social & Political World Distribution Block and supports the intent of the block by: 

 Engaging students primarily in the study of political and social conditions of women from the 19th century to 
contemporary times 

 Engage students in reflecting upon, analyzing and evaluating the interaction of women and men and to relate 
their social and political experience of this period to the broader history of feminisms and to the historical 
evolution of feminist thought 

 Enhancing students’ understanding of social and political developments that pertain to the critical 
interpretation of feminist histories, including women’s struggle for suffrage; inclusion of women’s rights into 
ongoing nationalist movements; women’s struggles for control over their bodies and sexualities; articulation 
of women’s agency within non-western locations; shifts within historiographies pertaining to women’s 
history and history of gender. 

 
 
Provide a well-articulated rationale describing how this course addresses at least one of the following Essential Skills: 

 Creative & Aesthetic Thinking 



 

 

 Critical Thinking 
 Effective Writing 
 Effective Oral Communication 
 Quantitative Reasoning 
 Scientific Inquiry 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address Essential Skills: 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography-Critical Thinking 
HIS/ WGS 355 will foster students’ skills in Critical Thinking.  The history of feminisms challenges us to think critically 
and analytically of the formative factors that shaped what we have come to take for granted as constituting the 
histories of feminisms in the modern period.  Central to the purpose of this course is to engage students in critical 
reflection and appreciation of these differences as well as the similarities and comparabilities between women’s 
histories across different times and spaces of the human world, and to do so within an historical framework of 
understanding.  This course is a tool for the students for developing explanatory, critical, analytical and interpretive 
thinking that is crucial to successful historical and feminist scholarship.  The assignments listed below as well as the 
general reading that students will be expected to do in the course will help students acquire a broad range of 
knowledge and essential intellectual and mental skills for success beyond graduation.  In particular, the course will 
cultivate students’ critical thinking skills by confronting them with “knowledge” and interpretations of history, 
through their reading, class discussions, lectures and research exercises, that they must analyze, evaluate and critique. 
 
 
 
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course 
Develop learning outcomes that address BOTH the Distribution Block and the Essential Skills of the course. 
 
Example of Learning Outcomes addressing the Social & Political Worlds Distribution Block: 
REL 207: Comparative Fundamentalisms in the World Religions 
Active engagement with the content of this course will enable the student to: 

 Analyze the historical and cultural contexts in which fundamentalist movements emerged in 20th century in 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism 

 Understand the personal, social, political and gendered motives and motivations of fundamentalist 
movements. 

 Compare and contrast differences and similarities between religious fundamentalisms across the four world 
traditions 

 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography 
By the end of the course: 

 Students will be able to analyze and interpret the historical experiences of women across the world in the 
“modern” times and the contours of the empirical historical data on and related to that experience. 

 
Example Learning Outcomes addressing the Essential Skill of Critical Thinking: 
REL 207: Comparative Fundamentalisms in the World Religions 
Active engagement with the content of this course will enable the student to: 

 Articulate and reflect on your own critical evaluation of these movements. 
 Communicate effectively in writing and verbally in your own reasoning and informed positions. 

 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography 
By the end of the course: 

 Through these papers as well as the term research project, students will be able to synthesize evidence from a 
variety of sources and genres of sources to present interpretive portrayals of life experiences of the women 
from across the modern world in the historical context of the period covered by this course. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate competency in reading texts and examining ideas critically, interpreting 
different arguments and perspectives on women’s history and evaluating the merits of these historical and/or 
historiographical arguments. 

 
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
Ensure the assignments assess the Distribution Block: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for Social & Political Worlds 



 

 

 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to Social & Political Worlds 
REL 207: Comparative Fundamentalisms in the World Religions 

 Participation in discussions wherein students articulate their critical evaluation, and their own reasoning and 
informed positions of fundamentalist movements. 

 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography 
Each student will be responsible for leading TWO class discussions on the weeks of their choice.  In the weeks you 
lead discussion you will be required to report on the readings assigned for that week.  In your presentation provide a 
brief summary of the work, highlight its contributions, and outline its limitations and weaknesses.  Also try to make 
some intellectual connections with previous readings when possible.  Handouts are encouraged.  Class presentation 
selections will be made on the first day of class based on a voluntary first-come-first-served basis.   
 
 
Ensure the assignments assess the Essential Skills: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for the Essential Skills 
 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to the Essential Skills 

 
HIS 355/ WGS 355: History of Feminisms and Feminist Historiography 
You will write five short papers in the course, responding to exercises in which you are expected to critically analyze a 
problem, array and organize arguments on various sides of the issues involved, evaluate the strength of the 
arguments, and write an argumentative explanation of the topic, drawing conclusions from what you have learned.  
Therefore you should not take for granted that these exercises would not require a “research” mode of thought.  There 
will be substantial research-style reading and “digging” involved, and the standard academic conventions and 
regulations (such as those governing and guiding the excavating of evidence for arguments, reading and 
understanding texts critically and analytically, and providing and presenting such evidence for arguments, as well as 
appropriate citation and annotation of all sources used in your research and writing of any kind) will apply. 
 
 
Grading System 
Structure/ Approach 
Readings and Materials 
Class Outline or Tentative Schedule 
 
Class Policies: Identifies and describes class policies, including the makeup of missed assessments, academic integrity, 
attendance, etc. 
*University Policies: Approved University Policy Statements copied and pasted in the syllabus and/or via URL, pending 
course level. 
 


