
 

 

Syllabus Template AY 2015-16:  
Liberal Studies Cultural Understanding Distribution Block 

*Italics indicates instructions for filling out the Syllabus Template. 
General Information 

• Name of college and department 
• Course prefix, number, and title 
• Semester in which course will be offered 
• Clock hours, credit hours 
• Instructor’s name 
• Office address 
• Office hours 

Course Pre-requisite(s), Co-requisite(s), Co-convened, and/or Cross-Listed Courses:  
 
Course Description The course description needs to describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution 
Block, and how the Essential Skills are taught within the course. 
 
To describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution Block, provide a well-articulated rationale 
describing how this course addresses at least one of the following descriptors of the Cultural Understanding Distribution 
Block.  Describe how the content in the course addresses: 

 an experience of diverse cultures (different from their own), 
 an understanding of cultures of the world,  
 an appreciation for the unique features and perspectives of varied cultural traditions, and/or 
 an analytic framework that facilitates awareness of how cultures vary and shape human experience. 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address the Cultural Understanding Distribution Block 
BBA 387: Spanish for Business III 
In the block of Cultural Understanding, this course aims, through the study of language, literature, and other cultural 
practices and products, to expose students to such issues as world crises, technology, human interactions, family 
traditions, women and other minorities in the business world, and the impact of commerce and globalization on our 
environments.  BBA 387 solidifies language, business concepts, and related cultural concerns that exist alongside the 
business activities of the Spanish-speaking world vis –a-vis the English-speaking world while encouraging students to 
become aware of how business practices and cultures intertwine.  By developing an appreciation for the traits and 
perspectives of several cultural traditions, students consider practices that contribute to lead safe, responsible, 
productive, and creative lives. 
 
HIS 380: Ethnohistory in Latin America 
History 380 supports the mission of the Liberal Studies Program by providing students with a learning experience in 
which they will: 

 Gain a deeper understanding of the world’s peoples and their diversity through an exploration of the many 
facets and complexities of Latin American history from the Post-classic period to the 1970s. 

 Analyze aspects of the Latin American experience that are common to all human societies, including religion, 
gender, ethnicity, identity, and technology. 

 Learn from the past to develop an ethos of living responsible, productive, and creative lives in their 
communities and in a globalizing world. 

 
History supports the goals of the Cultural Understanding Distribution Block by: 

 Engaging students in the study of the history of Latin America’s many cultures and evolving societies from 
roughly 900 CE to 1970CE. 

 Engaging students in learning how different ethnic cultures have evolved in Latin America from the pre-
Columbian period to the late-twentieth century between indigenous peoples, Europeans, Asians, and Africans, 
as well as how diverse and mixed ethnic and cultural influences have shaped the trajectory of Latin American 
social, economic, and political history. 

 Enhancing students’ comprehension of cultural development, including frameworks for understanding belief 
systems, social organization and labor mobilization, social mobility, environmental exchanges, gender, class, 
ethnic identify and cultural diversity. 

 
 
Provide a well-articulated rationale describing how this course addresses at least one of the following Essential Skills: 



 

 

 Creative & Aesthetic Thinking 
 Critical Thinking 
 Effective Writing 
 Effective Oral Communication 
 Quantitative Reasoning 
 Scientific Inquiry 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address Essential Skills: 
HIS 380: Ethnohistory in Latin America: Critical Thinking 
The reading, writing and discussion requirements for History 380 foster the Liberal Studies Essential Skill of Critical 
Thinking.  The history of ethnicity and Ethnohistory as a sub-discipline challenge us to think critically and analytically 
about the formative factors that shaped what we think of as “ethnicity” in Latin America.  The course will engage 
students in critical reflection and appreciation of differences and similarities across Latin America’s many cultural and 
ethnic groups.  The assignments listed below will help students acquire a broad range of knowledge as well as 
essential skills they will use beyond graduation.  The course will cultivate critical thinking through reading, class 
discussions, exams, and papers designed to develop their ability to interpret qualitative historical data and fashion 
well-reasoned arguments and analysis. 
 
 
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course 
Develop learning outcomes that address BOTH the Distribution Block and the Essential Skills of the course. 
 
Example of Learning Outcomes addressing the Cultural Understanding Distribution Block: 
BBA 387: Spanish for Business III 
Students will apply their knowledge about significant cultural traits of the Spanish-speaking world (customs, 
lifestyles, attitudes, geography, famous people, etc.) while participating appropriately in most uncomplicated and 
some complicated oral transactions that would normally take place in situations in the Spanish-speaking business 
world. 
 
HIS 380: Ethnohistory in Latin America 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

 Describe key themes and issues in the histories of the diverse peoples of Latin America, as well as various 
ethnohistorical theoretical perspectives that have come to shape our understanding of that past. 

 Identify on the midterm a range of historical causes, actions, and outcomes in reference to specific events as 
well as diverse ethnic, cultural, and social groups. 

 
Example Learning Outcomes addressing the skill of Critical Thinking: 
HIS 380: Ethnohistory in Latin America (Critical Thinking) 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

 Construct written arguments related to the themes of the course.  Students will be able to describe in writing 
the ways in which Iberians imposed colonial rule, but also how indigenous peoples and African slaves 
contributed to shaping societies.  In the modern period, students will be able to write about the ongoing 
processes of power and resistance that characterize the interactions between people of different ethnicities, 
regions, and nationalities in Latin America. 

 Demonstrate through class discussions their understanding of the readings and participate in critical 
discussions of the sources. 

 
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
Ensure the assignments assess the Distribution Block: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for Cultural Understanding 
 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to Cultural Understanding 

 
Example of Assignments addressing the Cultural Understanding Distribution Block 
BBA 387: Spanish for Business III 
Discussions: Students are expected to reflect in writing about business practices in the Hispanic world and cultural 
implications presented in different readings and films. 
Questionnaires: Students will have to answer questionnaires that will intend to measure their comprehension of new 
vocabulary and business and cultural concepts. 



 

 

Essays: There will be four essays to be written about cultural attitudes of different Hispanics in relation to their 
countries’ business practices and products.  The Instructor will provide students with a grading essay rubric. 
 
 
Ensure the assignments assess the Essential Skills: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for the Essential Skills 
 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to the Essential Skills 

 
HIS 380: Ethnohistory in Latin America (Critical Thinking) 
A short essay due during week 3.  The paper will be 2-3 pages in length and will relate a current news story to themes 
of the course. 
In class-midterm exam during week 6:  The midterm will consist of two essays, five definitions or short answers, and a 
map quiz of modern political borders.  Three essay choices will be available.  Students will have the entire class period 
to complete the exam. 
 
Grading System 
Structure/ Approach 
Readings and Materials 
Class Outline or Tentative Schedule 
 
Class Policies: Identifies and describes class policies, including the makeup of missed assessments, academic integrity, 
attendance, etc. 
*University Policies: Approved University Policy Statements copied and pasted in the syllabus and/or via URL, pending 
course level. 
 


