
 

 

Syllabus Template AY 2015-16:  
Liberal Studies Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry Distribution Block 

*Italics indicates instructions for filling out the Syllabus Template. 
General Information 

• Name of college and department 
• Course prefix, number, and title 
• Semester in which course will be offered 
• Clock hours, credit hours 
• Instructor’s name 
• Office address 
• Office hours 

Course Pre-requisite(s), Co-requisite(s), Co-convened, and/or Cross-Listed Courses:  
 
Course Description The course description needs to describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution 
Block, and how the Essential Skills are taught within the course. 
 
To describe how the content in the course is related to the Distribution Block, provide a well-articulated rationale 
describing how this course addresses at least one of the following descriptors of the Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry 
Distribution Block.  Describe how the content in the course addresses: 

 the relationship between context and human creative expression,  
 major conceptual frameworks utilized to make sense of the creative arts,  
 how human experience and values are expressed through creative endeavors, and/or 
 the multiple facets of the human condition. 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address the Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry Distribution Block 
PHI 244: Existentialism <drop down> 
Courses in the Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry Block involve students in the study of the human condition through 
philosophical inquiry and analysis of the various forms of creative expression. Existentialism is fundamentally about 
the human condition—the necessity for analyzing how humans can achieve meaningful lives, almost certainly the 
most pressing of all creative activity. Students studying existential philosophy will cultivate their capacities for 
analysis and ethical reasoning, and improve their understanding of many of the multiple facets of the human 
condition, among them the temporal nature of human existence and the significance of human embodiment, for 
examples. 
 
ART 143: Introduction to Handmade Books 
ART 143 is a Liberal Studies course in the Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry distribution block. The course addresses 
two specific aspects of the Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry block by helping students develop an understanding of: 
(1) human creative expression and (2) how creative endeavors express human experience.  ART 143 focuses on the 
process of using handmade bookmaking as a vehicle for creative expression. Guidelines of form, balance, texture, and 
shape will empower students to create structurally sound, aesthetically pleasing, and thought-provoking books. As 
they develop their books, students will learn the technical aspects of bookmaking and how these various techniques 
and creative expression help create both a visual and emotional response. 
 
Provide a well-articulated rationale describing how this course addresses at least one of the following Essential Skills: 

 Creative & Aesthetic Thinking 
 Critical Thinking 
 Effective Writing 
 Effective Oral Communication 
 Quantitative Reasoning 
 Scientific Inquiry 

 
Example Course Descriptions that address Essential Skills: 
TSM 360: Perspectives on Science: Scientific Inquiry 
As a course fulfilling the Liberal Studies’ Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry Distribution Block, Perspectives on Science 
addresses this requirement by examining how science is a form of creative expression, and how methods of teaching 
science reflect this creativity. 
This course places scientific inquiry as one of many human endeavors seeking to understand the world and our place 
in it.  Through this course, we will explore the Liberal Studies Essential Skill of Scientific Inquiry at a deeper level, 



 

 

revealing how the practices of science (e.g., asking questions, planning and carrying out investigations, developing 
explanations of natural phenomena, etc.), is rarely a linear process.  Instead, we will explore how the discovery of new 
scientific knowledge emerges from an individual’s observations of the world and inherent curiosity of how things 
“work.”   
 
TH 218: Introduction to Theatrical Design: Oral Communication 
In this course, students will both inform and connect with others through collaborative group work and presentations 
in small groups and to the full class using both literary and visual research to support and demonstrate their 
understanding and approach to the assignment topic.  They will develop their delivery skills through continued 
practice modeling a variety of situations in which the theatrical designer presents and defends their work to the 
design team (small group) and the cast (large group) of a production. 
 
 
Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course 
Develop learning outcomes that address BOTH the Distribution Block and the Essential Skills of the course. 
 
Example of Learning Outcomes addressing the Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry Distribution Block: 
PHI 244: Existentialism 
Students will gain an expanded understanding of: 

1. The nature of human freedom 
2. The social context of our human experience 
3. The affect temporality and embodiment have on the meaningfulness of our lives  

Students who pass this course will be able to: 
4. read, write, and discuss existentialism in an informed and critical manner 
5. Understand the nature of their own freedom, including its implications for meaningfulness and ethics 

 
ART 143: Introduction to Handmade Books 
Through the medium of handmade books, students will explore the potential for and limitations of technology to 
enhance the human experience; will develop an understanding of the human creative expression and how creative 
endeavors express human experience;  and will develop skills that influence, inform, connect, and communicate with 
others.   Students will also sharpen the basis for critical thinking as applied to their own work.  

a) Through extensive class discussions and critiques, students will sharpen their skills in describing 
aesthetic reactions to their work and to the work of others. 

b) Students will write two papers in which they discuss the history of and critique an artist’s work. 
 
 
Example Learning Outcomes addressing the skill of Scientific Inquiry: 
TSM 360: Perspectives on Science: Scientific Inquiry 

• Analyze the central issues in the philosophy, history, and sociology of science, and how this has led to the 
current scientific framework.  Understanding our framework will allow us to critique it, identifying its 
strengths and limitations.  As future scientists, we will examine how to build on those strengths and 
address those limitations, an approach that will lead to our new discoveries. 

• Critically assess multiple modes of scientific expression in context including the scientific journal article, 
autobiographical accounts, and popular science communications. 

• Examine how scientific discoveries and interactions with the scientific community lead to new thinking, 
and why some become a part of scientific and everyday knowledge, while others do not. 

• Critically analyze a piece of popular science writing and explain its story in relation to the nature of 
science. 

• Describe how scientists utilize the scientific practices highlighted in the Next 
• Generate Science Standards for the classroom for scientific inquiry. 

 
TH 218: Introduction to Theatrical Design: Oral Communication 

• Draft and revise presentation outlines as part of the oral presentation process 
• Effectively present their work, answer questions, and defend their design and aesthetic choices 
• Critique other’s presentations in an articulate, pertinent, and thoughtful manner 

 
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
Ensure the assignments assess the Distribution Block: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry 



 

 

 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to Aesthetic & Humanistic Inquiry 
ART 143: Introduction to Handmade Books 
Through the medium of handmade books, students will explore the potential for and limitations of technology to 
enhance the human experience; will develop an understanding of the human creative expression and how creative 
endeavors express human experience;  and will develop skills that influence, inform, connect, and communicate with 
others.   Students will also sharpen the basis for critical thinking as applied to their own work.  

a) Through extensive class discussions and critiques, students will sharpen their skills in describing 
aesthetic reactions to their work and to the work of others. 

b) Students will write two papers in which they discuss the history of and critique an artist’s work. 
 
Ensure the assignments assess the Essential Skills: 

 The assignments assess the learning outcomes developed for the Essential Skills 
 Assignments clearly identify what the student will learn in relation to the Essential Skills 

 
TH 218: Introduction to Theatrical Design: Oral Communication 
Small presentations: students will do a total of nine presentations to a small group.  These presentations will be 
based on research they have done and/or will be practice presentations.  Students will have to create and turn in an 
outline for all presentations. 
Full Group Presentations: There will be a total of four full group presentations.  The baseline presentation will 
establish the starting skill level in oral presentation for each student in the class.  The midterm and final presentations 
will be modeled after design team group presentations and will be to the full class.  There will also be group 
presentations to the full class on a sustainable and international approach to the Lieutenant of Inishmore. 
Small Presentation Critiques: Students will have to complete a brief rubric based peer critique for the presentations 
in their small groups (except the midterm practice which will have the longer critique). 
Large Presentation Critiques: Students will have to complete a longer rubric based peer critique of the full class 
presentations.  These will include the baseline presentation, Midterm, Final, Sustainability, and midterm practice 
presentations. 
 
Grading System 
Structure/ Approach 
Readings and Materials 
Class Outline or Tentative Schedule 
 
Class Policies: Identifies and describes class policies, including the makeup of missed assessments, academic integrity, 
attendance, etc. 
*University Policies: Approved University Policy Statements copied and pasted in the syllabus and/or via URL, pending 
course level. 
 


