Commission for Indigenous Peoples Meeting
21 March 2024
1:30 pm to 3:00 pm
NACC Pattea or Zoom
Join Zoom Here

1. Meeting started at 1:34pm by Sheena Hale
2. Welcome and Land Acknowledgment
a. Northern Arizona University sits at the base of the San Francisco Peaks, on homelands sacred to Native Americans throughout the region. We honor their past, present, and future generations, who have lived here for millennia and will forever call this place home.
b. Introductions: Name, Title, Department, and what tv show, book, podcast, etc. have you been enjoying lately?

c. Attendance:
i. Commissioners: Adele Pablo, Ora Marek-Martinez, Sheena Hale, Angelina Castagno, Kiara Weathersby, Renee White Eyes, Colin Ben, Chris Jocks, Rebecca Malone-Little Owl, Ramsey, Tezbah Smiley, Nikki Cooley, Chesleigh Keene, Naomi Lee, Sharon Doctor, 
ii. CIEA: Jo Whitney, Anora Tillman, Justin Mallett

3. February Meeting minute approval
a. Motion to approve made by Kiara Weathersby
i. Seconded by Chesleigh Keene
ii. The majority voted in the affirmative and the motion passes. The February 2024 minutes are approved. There were no abstentions.
4. Co-Chairs Updates –
a.  Cal Seciwa Awards Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony
i. Diversity Award Ceremony - Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 5:30 pm in High Country Conference Center
ii. RSVP
5. Seciwa Travel to NAU for Diversity Awards
a. Chelsea Seciwa and her mom attend awards ceremony every year
b. Vote to use $400 of CIP funds to pay for 1 night hotel stay and mileage to NAU
i. Motion to approve up to $400 for the Seciwa family’s travel to NAU made by Ann Marie Chischilly
ii. Seconded by Kiara Weathersby
iii. The majority voted in the affirmative, the vote passes, and up to $400 are approved for the above motion's purpose.
6. Updates from VP Office of Native American Initiatives – Ann Marie Chischilly
a. Discussion about changing the name of ONAI to reflect the NAU community and language better (See “Upcoming Events” below for the community feedback process)
b. Qualtrics will be used to capture feedback and views on proposed names for the Office
c. ONAI staff and Office of Indigenous Student Success staff will deliver a first draft of the name(s) proposed to the NAU President
i. ABOR will approve the finalized name changes
ii. The building names, social media, and other institutional changes will be finalized in the Fall 2024 semester.
iii. The Land Acknowledgement will also be reviewed.
iv. Current Land Acknowledgement was made official in 2017
7. 7 GEN Center Update
a. Faculty Exchange Program updates
8. Center for Braiding Indigenous Knowledge and Science – Dr. Ora Marek-Martinez
a. Southwest Hub participation call
i. CBIKS Scholarships available for students through AAIA Scholarships page
ii. DUE May 31, 2024 $2,000- UG and Grad students
iii. Southwest hub here at NAU, looking for volunteers to help with the work of the Center
1. Open meeting session every last Thursday of the month with Ora Marek-Martinez
2. Goal to increase the number of Indigenous students in Indigenous STEM and increase the number of community members in STEM
a. Send in a CIB or Letter of Descendancy, and write a 1-page letter addressing a prompt about Environmental concerns and preserving Indigenous ways of life, or food systems
b. 2.5 GPA required, largely not competitive
3. Potentially going to be a GRA to work directly with Dr. Ora Marek-Martinez for the 24-25 academic year
4. Dr. Marek-Martinez met with the Pope as part of a consortium to discuss Indigenous Peoples relationship to Christianity
9. Indigenous Program Report Project Work session
a. Committee Volunteers: reach out to the Co-Chairs
i. Collect information about the programs and supports for Indigenous community members at NAU
1. Scholarship lists
2. Number of students in each program
3. Can use the last report as a template and starting point for finding information
ii. Will become its own subcommittee
b. Updates to come soon
10.  Updates from VP of Inclusive Excellence – Dr. Justin Mallett
a. Inclusive Excellence Action Plan was presented to the NAU President’s Cabinet at the last cabinet meeting and received feedback on the draft
i. Next version of Elevating Excellence (EE) plan will be sure to include Inclusive Excellence within the EE plan itself 
b. Attended a National conference of Diversity Officers in Higher Education
i. Will kick off the College of Education’s Inclusion Week with a presentation about the power of language with recommendations and looking for a path forward
c. Discussion about the larger venue for the President’s Diversity Awards
11. Indigenous Convocation Committee – Volunteers needed!
a. Contact Sharon.Doctor@nau.edu if you are interested in helping!
i. Working with Traci Gleason to coordinate with the other convocations
b. Next meeting is TBA
c. Indigenous Convocation – Thursday, May 9, 3 pm – 4:30 pm at Ardrey Auditorium
i. Students may be able to attend multiple convocations to celebrate their identities
ii. Will potentially need help with takedown, parking attendants, 
iii. Will have 8 dancers as entertainment
iv. Will have cupcakes and a slider station for food
v. The stoles will have the new branding
vi. Steven Toya with NAU Marketing will be available for nice photographs of graduating students
vii. Currently 67 students are RSVP’d already
12. Open Discussion & Announcements
a. Indigeneity in the NAU Review
i. Story about care for Indigenous elders was featured on 3/21/2024
b. Welcome, Baby, Smile! NAU professor uses art to bridge Native healthcare gaps
c. Spring 2024 Gold Axe winners: 4 Indigenous winners!
i. Sarah Ann Cotrofeld (Mi'kmaq Nation)
ii. Ashley Hale (Diné) with Educator of Influence Dr. Jani Ingram (Diné)
iii. Keona Hosteen (Diné)
iv. Gabrielle Hall (Diné)
13. Upcoming Events
a. HerStory Month Guest Speaker: Tazbah Chavez – Thursday, March 21, 2024 at 6 pm in the NACC Gathering Room
b. My Beautiful Black Hair + Storytelling as a Form of Social Activism: St. Clair Detrick-Jules –Friday, March 22, 2024 at 6 pm in the IMQ Center in the University Union Fieldhouse
i. Sponsored by CED and CSW
c. Community Forums about potential name changes for the Office of Native American Initiatives (ONAI), Native American Cultural Center, and NAU’s Land Acknowledgment – at the NACC
i. Friday, March 22 - Community/Alumni/Native American Advisory Board: 5:15-6:15 pm
ii. Tuesday, March 26 – Staff: 5:15-6:15 pm
iii. Thursday, March 28 – Faculty: 6:30-7:30 pm
iv. Discussion about the changes for names
d. August Remedy & The Sillyettes – Wednesday, April 3, 2024 from 12 pm to 2 pm at the Starbucks Lawn
e. A celebration across genres of Indigenous women's leadership in music and wellness
f. Ka Pili O Nā Moku – 18th Annual Lū’au - Saturday, April 6, 2024 at 6:30 pm at the du Bois Ballroom
i. Dinner Tickets are sold out but no ticket is required for the show.
ii. Any donations made to the club are going to the MAUI Lahaina Fire survivors
g. Rez Metal Festival - Tuesday, April 9 at 12 pm at the NAU West Union Lawn
i. A celebration of Indigenous Women’s Leadership in Rez Metal and Wellness
h. Talking Circle with Jonathan Yellowhair at the NACC Story Room
i. Jonathan Yellowhair, LPC, is an addictions counselor and psychotherapist at Native American for Community Action in Flagstaff, AZ. He is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, a 2018 recipient of the National Board of Certified Counselors Minority Addictions Fellowship and the first Navajo to become a Pat Tillman Foundation scholar. He is in recovery himself and takes pride in the sobriety community.
ii. Hour sessions at no cost to NAU students
1. Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 pm
2. Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30 pm

i.  The Nackard Family Honors Distinguished Speaker Series Presents the Music of R. Carlos Nakai – Wednesday, April 24, 2024 at 7 pm in Ashurst Auditorium

14. Next Meeting: Thursday, April 11, 2024 from 1:30 pm to 3 pm NACC and Zoom
a. Spring 2024 Semester CIP Meeting Schedule. Meetings are 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm: April 11, 2024 (2nd Thursday)
b. May 16, 2024 (CHANGED to 3rd Thursday b/c of Convocations)
15. Meeting Ended at 2:58pm by Sheena Hale


