
        

    

Alternative Assessments in the 
NAUFlex Learning Environment 

This session is a collaboration of NAU Online, 

e-Learning, and ITS Classroom Support. 



  

STRATEGIES TO DESIGN EQUITABLE ASSESSMENTS 

Align Learning activities, learning objectives and assessments. 

Use rubrics as part of the assessments (make them available  to 
students). 

Variety 
Provide a variety of assessment methods (writing, video, 
presentation, research, formative, low stakes). 

Time 
Create time for learners to practice, reflect, and apply learning. 
Promote a culture where risk taking is admired- mistakes are 
part of learning. 

Feedback Employ frequent, timely, positive feedback. 
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STRATEGIES FOR PROVIDING EFFECTIVE FEEDBACK 

Frequent formative feedback 

• Use feedback to shape coursework. 

• Use whole class feedback. 

• Scaffold the feedback on smaller assignments to contribute to a 

larger project. 

• Use the NAU F2S tool for positive and constructive feedback. 

• Use the autofeedback tool in Bb learn. 
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AUTO FEEDBACK: 
GO TO EDIT QUESTION ONCE THE TEST IS CREATED 

Scroll down 
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PROVIDE IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK 

THROUGH ONLINE TESTS/QUIZZES 



 

  

  

 

   

 

      

 

 

PEER REVIEW 

• Self and peer grading can help you decrease your workload. 

• Assessing a peer helps them benchmark their work against the class. 

– Clear positive guidelines: 

• Additive feedback- make suggestions only about what the writer might add to or develop 

• Summary of main points and evidence 

• Provide a form for students to use to guide their comments 

• Offer grading criteria for peer reviews 

Here is a link to lots of resources and guidance for peer reviews. This website offers resources and guidelines for 

facilitation and for students. 
– https://lsa.umich.edu/sweetland/instructors/teaching-resources/using-peer-review-to-improve-student-writing.html 

– ELC Tutorial on Peer Assessment: https://jan.ucc.nau.edu/d-elc/tutorials/peer_assessment/peer_assessment.html 
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ASSESSMENT ALTERNATIVES 

Can students demonstrate their learning by: 

• Completing a series of quizzes or chapter tests instead of high stakes tests 

• A presentation 

• A poster/concept map/diagram 

• A research bibliography 

• Student proposed project 

• Collaborative quizzes- ungraded? 

• Open notes quiz (to encourage note taking skills) 

• Muddiest point after class 
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BLACKBOARD RUBRICS 

1. Assessments/Assignment: 2. Rubric  Criteria 3. Grading 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgKIkeo-t3Q 
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GROUPS IN BLACKBOARD 

1. Which Bb Learn features  use Groups? 2. How are students assigned? 

ELC Tutorial on Groups: https://jan.ucc.nau.edu/d-elc/tutorials/groups/groups.html 
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GROUPS IN BLACKBOARD 

3. How do I change Group  settings? 4. How do I manage Group enrollments? 

5. How do I grade group work? (Grade Center/Needs Grading) 
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Assignments/Grade_Assignments/Grade_Group_Assignments 
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QUESTION POOLS 

Video: https://youtu.be/YICiXLeJEb0 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

• SafeAssign compares submitted assignments against a set of 

academic papers and Internet sources to identify areas of 

overlap between the submitted assignment and existing works. 

• Originality reports provide detailed information about the  

matches found between  a student’s  submitted paper and 

existing sources. 

• Both instructors and students can use the report to review 

assignment submissions for originality and create opportunities 

to identify how to properly attribute sources.* 
*Fun fact: all of the text on this slide was lifted from Blackboard’s site (they’re cool with it), and SafeAssign marked it 

as 100% matching. (https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Instructor/Get_Started) 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

To enable SafeAssign, open Submission Details on the Assignment, and 

select Check submissions for plagiarism using SafeAssign 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

• Students must agree to have 

their work submitted to the 

Global Reference Database 

• If selected by the instructor 

during Assignment setup, 

students may view their own 

SafeAssign Originality 

Report by reviewing their 

assignment submission 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

The Originality 

Report highlights 

phrases that have 

been found elsewhere 

– electronic journals, 

web pages, and other 

student papers from 

NAU (Institution 

Database) and other 

schools (Global 

Database) 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

Click Open matching  

source in the Originality  

Report to see the tex t in its 

original  context 

Click Dismiss match if 

the match is in cidental and  

not an academic integrity 

concern 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

• Access the SafeAssign 

tool from Course Tools; 

view all SafeAssign 

submissions and access 

originality reports in one 

place 

• Use DirectSubmit to 

upload papers or text 

directly (e.g., if the 

student emails their 

paper, or to check 

discussion post text) 
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ASSESSMENT: SAFEASSIGN 

Tips 
• Set up an ungraded Draft Assignment (select: Exclude submissions from 

the Institutional and Global References Databases) to allow students to 

check and correct their own work before submitting for a grade 

• Use SafeAssign as an educational tool, not a punitive one (especially for 

lower-division students) 

• Don’t worry too much about the % overall match numbers – SafeAssign 

can’t really tell when something is cited correctly 

• More information and help: 

https://help.blackboard.com/SafeAssign/Instructor 
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TOOLS TO HELP DESIGN EQUITABLE ASSESSMENTS 

Tests and Quizzes on Bb learn 

• Pools for exams in BbLearn 

– Link to a Black Board Help article and video about creating test pools: 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Tests_Pools_Surveys 

• Auto feedback for exam questions in Bb Learn 

– This is a link to a Black Board Help article about question settings: 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Tests_Pools_Surveys/Question_Settings 

• Webinars on Faculty development’s website: 
– Creating "Cheat Proof" Online Tests Webinar: http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/c2zm1 

– Redesigning Your Online Exams Webinar: http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/2pjxt 

Assignments 

• Rubrics in Bb Learn 

– e-Learning article and video to help you create rubrics within Bb Learn: https://jan.ucc.nau.edu/d-

elc/tutorials/rubrics/rubrics.html 

• Creating group assignments in Bb Learn 

– Link to a Black Board help article on grading group assignments: 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Assignments/Grade_Assignments/Grade_Group_Assignments 

• Safe Assign in Bb Learn 
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Q & A 

To ask a question, you can use the chat 

feature or raise your Zoom hand. 

Samantha NAU Online 

Larry e-Learning 

Dan Information Technology Services 
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THANK YOU! 

Session Day Time 
Alternative Assessments in the NAUFlex 

Learning Environment 
Wednesday, June 24 10:00-11:00 

NAUFlex Classroom Management 
Thursday, June 25 

Friday, June 26 
9:00-10:00 

10:00-11:00 

NAUFlex Course Design Workshop 
(4-day facilitated online workshop) 

Multiple Dates 
See registration. 

nau.edu/facdev NAUFlex FAQs at nau.edu/nauflex 

LMS-Faculty-Help@nau.edu 

21 

mailto:LMS-Faculty-Help@nau.edu
https://nau.edu/nauflex
nau.edu/facdev



