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  Fall 2026 Western Regional Graduate Program (WRGP)

POLICY SUMMARY
The Western Regional Graduate Program (WRGP) is an agreement to offer a reduced tuition rate to students from specific western states participating in the Western Interstate Commission of Higher Education (WICHE).

REASON FOR THIS POLICY
This policy sets forth the NAU policy and procedures for receiving and maintaining the tuition rate.

ENTITIES AFFECTED BY THIS POLICY
· Office of the Registrar
· Enrollment Management
· University Advising
· Student and Departmental Account Services
· Office of Scholarship and Financial Aid

WHO SHOULD KNOW THIS POLICY
· Office of the Registrar
· Enrollment Management
· University Advising
· Student and Departmental Account Services
· Office of Scholarship and Financial Aid
· Student Affairs

POLICY

This WRGP Policy is effective beginning fall 2026 for graduate students pursuing master’s level (non-terminal) credentials on an in-person campus. The authority for the WRGP program resides with University Admissions for incoming new students to NAU, and with the Office of the Provost for continuing students. Petitions for exceptions to this policy shall be managed by these respective offices. The WRGP program shall be evaluated at a minimum of every three years, and this review shall be jointly prepared and completed by the Offices of University Admissions and Institutional Research and Analysis and/or other applicable NAU units. There is no limit to the number of total students enrolled in the WRGP program. 



Eligible Programs of Study

Graduate Certificates (GCERT), most master’s degrees (non-terminal) and Education Leadership, Doctor of Education are eligible. 
Students who are currently enrolled at NAU and who are not in the WRGP program due to the previous WRGP rules in effect at the time of their initial enrollment at NAU are not eligible for the WRGP Program.

Graduate Student Eligibility

Student eligibility to enter the WRGP program will be limited to graduate degree seeking students, at an in-person campus, a WRGP eligible Program of Study, and from a WRGP state (home address).  The Master of Physician Assistant Studies and School Psychology are not available for WRGP. 

Maintaining Eligibility for Continuing Students 

Students retain the WRGP tuition rate by maintaining eligibility to enroll in the WRGP program at an in-person campus.   

A student is no longer eligible to enroll in the WRGP eligible program in the following scenarios:  
· Degree awarded from the WRGP eligible program of study.
· Academic Dismissal from the WRGP eligible program of study.
· Expulsion from the WRGP eligible program of study due to violations in Code of Conduct or Academic Integrity.
· Discontinuation from the WRGP eligible program of study for not maintain continuous enrollment (3 consecutive fall/spring term/semesters).
· Addition of or change to an online campus.

Second graduate credential 

Additional graduate credentials may be earned if an Eligible Programs of Study is selected, Eligibility is met by retaining home address in a WRGP state, and continuing eligibility is maintained.

Study Abroad and National Student Exchange

Students enrolled in either the Study Abroad or National Student Exchange programs may be eligible for the WRGP tuition rate. Tuition rates will be based on the type of program in which students are participating. In general, students paying tuition to NAU will be eligible to receive the WRGP tuition rate. Students paying tuition to their exchange institution will be responsible for the tuition rate offered through that program.

Petitioning for Arizona Residency

Students establishing Residency must forfeit WRGP after they begin the process to establish domicile by obtaining an Arizona driver’s license and address and may not re-gain WRGP eligibility.



Non-domestic Students attending NAU on an educational Visa

[bookmark: _Hlk212810658]Students admitted through the Center for International Education and are here on a F-1/J-1 Visa for educational purposes are not eligible for WRGP.

[bookmark: _Hlk212810541]RESPONSIBILITIES
· University Admissions Processing – Maintain admission processes to add new eligible students to WRGP.
· Office of the Provost – Maintain processes for continuing students.  
· Student and Departmental Account Services – Maintain and set up WRGP tuition.
· Office of Scholarship and Financial Aid – Adjust financial aid based on WRGP eligibility.
· Student Service Center – Remove WRGP student group when a student begins the petition process.

Procedures:
[bookmark: _Hlk212810787]
Admission/Application:
1. All students are added to WRGP based on the home address they enter on the admissions application; no additional application is necessary.
2. Each application is evaluated and the WRGP student group is assessed regularly, home address should not be changed to retain eligibility.
3. If an incorrect address is entered on the application the student must change their home address in LOUIE for evaluation.
4. In cases where a student is being added to WRGP after the first day of enrollment at NAU because they entered an incorrect address; WRGP will be added for the current or next available fall/spring term. WRGP is not added to term/semesters that have been completed.


Petitioning for Residency and forfeiting WRGP
1.	A student who is petitioning to become an Arizona Resident should consult with the Office of the Registrar about the Residency requirements. If they choose to petition for residency, they are required to relinquish WRGP while they establish domicile after changing their driver’s license and home address.
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