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OUTSTANDING FORUMS TO

SHARE YOUR 
WORK
Honors Symposium

The annual Honors Symposium—“A Celebration of Ideas”—is one important highlight of the spring term and is another 
great way to stay connected to the Honors College. The Honors Symposium coincides with the university’s Undergraduate 
Research Expo, and in it, first-year students through seniors gather for a formal day of presenting papers; analyses; 
scientific, literary, and historical research; art; music; national and international experiences; and many other topics to 
a friendly audience of family, staff, peers, and instructors. The Spring 2018 Symposium, our 14th, had more than 100 
Honors students (up from the original 16 for the first Honors Symposium). The symposium is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to share their academic contributions while experiencing others’ work. According to Honors student Kirsten Lang, 
“Participating in the symposium was one of the defining moments of my freshman year, and it certainly was rewarding. 
Getting the opportunity to not only present something I was passionate and proud of, but also to appreciate the work of 
others, really fueled my desire to continue pushing myself in my academics.” The 15th annual Symposium will be held in 
spring 2019.  Look for information early in the spring term to find out how to participate in this event.

Presentation opportunities for Honors students

The Honors College at NAU is proudly affiliated with the National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC), the Western  
Regional Honors Council (WRHC), and the Arizona Honors Council. The NCHC and WRHC each hold annual conferences  
in which students, faculty, and staff present on a variety of disciplinary topics as well as on Honors programming, 
pedagogy, and administration. When possible, the NAU Honors College financially supports students wishing to attend 
and present at these conferences. Any student who is interested in submitting a presentation proposal should see an 
Honors staff member.

STAYING

CONNECTED

Honors Ambassadors
Honors Ambassadors are Honors students who  
represent NAU and the Honors College at NAU  
recruitment events. They also act as personal contacts  
and general resources for prospective and current  
Honors students and their families. Ambassadors are 
paid an hourly wage when they are active in the program. 
Ambassadors are selected based on applications and 
interviews during the fall and spring terms.

GURUS
The Honors GURUS program offers information and 
mentoring to help first-year Honors students become 
familiar with NAU and the Honors College. Honors  
GURUS are selected based on applications available  
during the spring term. For more information on GURUS, 
see page 14.

HON 100 Facilitators
HON 100 Facilitators serve as role models to first-year 
students and provide dynamic and relevant classroom 
instruction. See page 22 for this year’s facilitators.

After your first year in Honors, you have many ways to stay 
connected to the college. Consider joining Honors Ambassadors, 
GURUS, or becoming an HON 100 Facilitator. These are all great 
opportunities to help develop Honors “community and connections.” 
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Ted Martinez | Room 114
Ted holds degrees in botany and environmental science and policy from NAU. In Yuma, Ted has been 
able to utilize his education in botany and environmental science to perform conservation, education, and 
restoration in the Lower Colorado River (LCR) Valley. Ted is also the Academic Director of Grand Canyon 
Semester (GCS) in the Honors College. Ted is happy to have found a home in the NAU Honors College 
teaching classes on plants, water, and the environment.

Tammy Mielke | Room 105
Tammy holds a BS in education from Martin Luther College, an MA in English (Children’s Literature) from 
Eastern Michigan, and a PhD from Coventry University, UK, where she unearthed literary constructs of 
1930s African American childhood. Courses she teaches include “Playing the Game of Thrones.” She’s 
interested in music, tiny houses, and exploring the mountains with her dog, Sochi. 

Kama O’Connor | Room TBD
Kama lives, hikes, writes, and runs in Flagstaff, with her husband and nine-year-old daughter. She 
considers herself a PhD in making road-trip-worthy playlists, and she holds an MFA in Creative Writing 
from NAU, teaches full time in the University Writing Program, and is excited about her new role in the 
Honors College. 

Melissa Schonauer | Room 107
Since 1997, Melissa Schonauer has explored molecular and cellular biology in the lab. With a bachelor’s in 
molecular biology from UC – San Diego and a PhD in molecular and cellular biology from the University of 
Arizona, she aspires to educate and inspire students in the classroom and the lab in order to instill critical 
thinking skills, passion, and life-long learning. 

Robert Wallace | Room 111
A writer, musician, and teacher, Rob holds a PhD in English literature from UC Santa Barbara. His teaching 
and research focuses on literature, improvisation, popular and world music, globalization, the cultures of 
the American West, and intermedia arts. Before returning to his hometown, Flagstaff, he taught at Bowling 
Green State University and the UCSB College of Creative Studies.

Fall 2018 HON 190

INSTRUCTORS
David Camacho | Room 118
David’s parents stressed education. They entered the United States from Mexico in the early 1900s as migrant 
farmworkers until his father began working for the Santa Fe Railroad. David earned his PhD in political science 
from the University of Washington. His interests include teaching and research in higher education, leadership 
studies, democratic theory, public administration, environmental policy, and US race relations.

Berkley Carnine | Room TBD
Berkley has an MFA in creative writing from Arizona State University and a BA in anthropology from the  
UC – Berkeley. A teacher and activist of mixed European descent, she plays the violin, experiments with 
sound art, explores the woods with her dog, Fjord, and is writing her first novel.

William Cordeiro | Room 116
Will earned his PhD in English with a concentration in Restoration and 18th century British literature and 
a minor in feminist, gender, and sexuality studies from Cornell University; an MFA in creative writing, also 
from Cornell—and an MS in education from Brooklyn College, CUNY. He enjoys running, hiking, traveling, 
theatre, movies, and playing with his Chinese crested dog, Tiki.

Corinne Cusker | PT Faculty
When she first arrived here in 2011, Corinne fell in love with Flagstaff and mountain living. She holds a 
BA in American history with a minor in psychology from DePauw University and an MEd in counseling 
psychology from the University of Louisville. She loves helping students develop their strengths and hosts 
a podcast on reading and tea: booksandteapodcast.com.  

Cassandra Dakan | Room 109
Cassie earned an MA in cultural anthropology from NAU and has worked in non-profit organizations from 
California to Florida for most of her professional life. Her bachelor’s degree is in mass communications and 
journalism, and she puts it to good use writing for marketing and fundraising. Cassie enjoys yoga, hiking, 
reading, swimming, and spending time with friends.

Rebecca Flasz | TBD
Originally from Chicago, Rebecca first came to Flagstaff to complete her bachelor’s in education and 
psychological sciences. Later, she earned an MEd in leadership from DePaul University and is now working 
toward a doctorate of education in transformational leadership. She enjoys spending time with family, 
practicing yoga, pilates, ballet barre, and visiting exotic beaches.

Madison Ledgerwood | TBD
Madison Ledgerwood was raised in the Southwest, which nurtured her love for all species. In 2010, she 
moved to Flagstaff, where she earned her degree in environmental studies and then her MA in sustainable 
communities. She wants to create spaces where people feel utterly capable of contributing to a more 
sustainable world.

Robyn Martin | Room 110
Robyn earned both her BA and MA in English with an emphasis in rhetoric and professional writing from 
NAU. In addition to teaching in Honors, she has also taught in the English Department. Robyn’s broad 
interests include environmental and contemporary Southwestern literature. 

John Martin Jr. | Room TBD
John holds a BA from the University of Maryland and an MA from NAU. He has had a successful career 
in the U.S. Army and as a government contractor in Washington, DC.  Fluent in German, Thai, and Arabic, 
he specializes in business, management, project management, and homeland defense. When possible, he 
introduces a globally relevant view into his curriculum.
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Alexa Bailey
Born in Indiana but raised mainly in Arizona, Alexa ventured to Guápiles, Costa Rica, at age 16. That 
early study-abroad experience led to an international affairs major, with minors in Spanish and Arabic. 
Alexa’s goal is to join the Peace Corps in Morocco. She loves gardening, art museums, and the aspen 
trees of Flagstaff. 

Rachael Bernadino
Rachael is a junior elementary education major, excited to be facilitating HON100 for the first  
time. She spends her free time volunteering for Anytown Arizona and as a member of Flagstaff  
one·n·ten. Rachael loves theatre and reading and looks forward to creating a compassionate 
classroom community.

Jasmine Black
A strategic communication major with an emphasis in public relations, Jasmine is experiencing 
her first year as an HON100 facilitator and is excited to immerse her students in the campus 
culture in Flagstaff—her “mountain home.” She enjoys hiking, backpacking, soccer/Frisbee, and 
taking photographs. 

Nicole Bratsch
Nicole is majoring in biology and Spanish and is an undergraduate research assistant investigating 
plague and melioidosis at the Pathogen and Microbiome Institute. A graduate of Blue Ridge High 
School in Pinetop, Arizona, Nicole is a member of the Blue Key Honor Society and TriJacks, and she is 
an Honors Ambassador. 

Morgan Clark
Morgan, an exercise science major with a psychology minor, grew up in Chandler, Arizona, and 
recently moved to Issaquah, Wash.—but NAU remains her home away from home. Emphasizing 
physical and mental health over anything else in her life, Morgan enjoys hiking, endurance workouts, 
experimenting with new recipes, and volunteering.

Sarah Lillie 
A double major in environmental science and 
political science, Sarah hopes to become an 
environmental lawyer. She is a member of Delta  
Phi Epsilon and part of a community service 
club. A Flagstaff High School graduate, she loves 
outdoor activities and travels extensively  
in U.S. National Parks and in Europe. 

Fernanda Wolburg Martinez 
Fernanda, a psychology major with a social work 
minor, plans to attend graduate school and conduct 
research related to minorities and diversity in the 
workplace. Originally from Mexico, she hopes to 
become a consultant and help organizations better 
integrate people of diverse identities. 

Juliana Row
An English secondary education major 
with a minor in studio art, Juliana loves 
to read, hike, explore the city, and draw. 
Juliana’s goal is to help Honors College 
freshmen fully experience Flagstaff and 
have a successful year academically  
and personally. 

Helen Sokol
Helen is president of the GURUS 
Program and vice president of 
the a cappella group Elevation. 	
A strategic communications 
major with an emphasis in 
public relations and minors in 
business and creative media and 

film, she loves singing, writing, running, and being 
a leader in any way she can.

Fall 2018 HON 100

FACILITATORS
You can meet HON 100 Facilitators at room 138.
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PO Box 5689 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 

928-523-3334 | honors@nau.edu | nau.edu/honors 
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