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Abstract: 
The Mission San Jose Convento is an approximately 65’ wide by 125’ long structure; construction dates back to circa 1750 AD. The structure’s most prominent features are two long parallel 2 story arcade walls with a series of Gothic- and Romanesque-revival arches. Long ago the Convento lost its roof, however, the walls are well preserved and the arched walls fully convey the size, scope and design of the former convento. Important design elements that once were in a protected interior are now fully exposed to the elements, these include fragile plasters, decorative painting and ornate stone carvings. Rainwater splash and rising damp cause the base of the columns and walls to rapidly deteriorate and periodic repointing (10 years+/-) of these elements is critical. The decoratively painted plasters and carved stones need periodic cleaning and application of consolidants and water repellents.  These treatments were last applied in 1995 by a team of conservators from the University of Pennsylvania.  A conditions re-assessment of these elements and re-application of  some or all of the treatments are overdue. Failure to maintain the historic fabric and structural integrity of these walls and column bases could eventually lead to the collapse of the structure. Loss of the remaining painted plasters and carved stone would be an irreparable loss of significant Spanish Colonial historic fabric. Loss of part or all of these resources would significantly diminish visitor experience and NPS goals of preservation of resources for future generations.
This project will specifically assess the current conditions of the treated areas of the Convento and after evaluation, monitoring, and reporting, implement conservation treatments as needed including mortar edging and fills, and the application of consolidants and water repellents.
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