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Abstract: For this project, the Office of Contract Archeology (OCA) will expand the survey intensity for three low confidence sites located as part of year one of the study. The overall research objective is to demonstrate whether the low confidence sites are eroded hearth mounds or some kind of natural feature.  As part of the original research project, features were sampled at three of the low-confidence sites and are currently being processing to see if they contain charcoal.  If they do contain charcoal, this will demonstrate that the features are related to fire, which makes it more likely that they are cultural. For year two of the study, soil samples from additional features will be collected from the excavated sites, but the main goal is to find any artifacts associated with the suspected hearth mounds.  
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