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Abstract: Less than five percent of the park’s vegetated sand dunes have been intensively surveyed. The vegetated sand dunes were selected as a subset of the parks total landscape, because this particular landscape has unique and threatened cultural resource sites consisting of plaster hearths and associated material remains. There may be several hundred of these hearth features in the dunes. The sites appear to date from the early Archaic through the Historic period. Wind erosion is and will continue to destroy the hearths which are located on sand dunes. Many hearths have been intensively collected. Less visible hearths still contain projectile points and stone tools along with large pottery sherd. Mimbres pottery has been found on some of the hearths. For this project, the Office of Contract Archeology (OCA) will locate and record sites, assess site condition, and determine site significance.
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