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Abstract:    The park has a long standing relationship with UNM dating back to the 1920’s.  The nature of the relationship has taken the form of partnerships, cooperative agreements and task agreements, as well as research permits.  This Task Agreement focuses on updating and compiling condition assessments of the known archaeological sites in the park.  Funding received from NPS 20% Fee funds will enable the park to cover the cost of conducting site updates and current condition assessments of several hundred sites and entering the records into the ASMIS and FMSS databases.

The NPS has mandated that all parks update condition information for all known archaeological sites within each park.  Chaco Culture NHP has nearly 4000 known archaeological sites, of which only a fraction have recent updates of condition.  This task agreement will enable the park to significantly increase in the number of sites with current condition assessments and correct and update the site information to meet professional and NPS standards.

The Drs. Wills and Crown have extensive experience in and near the park conducting excavations, surveys, artifact analyses, residue analysis and related archaeological research work.  They will supervise a small group of UNM students engaged in updating site forms, correcting and revising site maps, and completing the various site condition forms used by the park.  The park archaeologists, Dabney Ford and Roger Moore, will work closely with them to train, orient, and provide methodological guidelines and instruction in the use of park data gathering forms and the use of the ASMIS and FMSS databases.  The products from this project will be the site updates, revised site sketch maps, completed condition assessment forms, and entry of data into the ASMIS and FMSS databases.
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