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Abstract:  
The unexpected discovery of a substantial Archaic site within Tonto National Monument in December 2006 has opened a window onto human use of the Monument and surrounding area that extends several thousand years into the past.  Occupation of the site appears to have been primarily during the Middle Archaic period, roughly 5500 to 3500 years ago.  The Hidden Ridge site, as it has been named, offers an opportunity to present new information to visitors about these ancient hunter-gatherers, as well as a challenge to manage a site with characteristics significantly different than many others sites within the Monument.  This scope of work presents a program of testing designed to accomplish two primary objectives: 1) to create a better understanding of the site and its contents and 2) to assess its vulnerability to natural and cultural impacts.  This will be accomplished with the help of UNM through the following tasks: 1) mark and map the limits of the archaeological scatter; 2) investigate the geomorphic setting of the site; 3) choose sample locations and record the surface artifacts in them; and 4) analyze the projectile points collected from the site.  The second objective is to evaluate how natural and cultural processes may affect the Hidden Ridge site in the future.  In order to achieve this objective, it will be necessary to assess the current processes acting on the site, and in order to develop management recommendations.  Three investigative tasks are proposed: 1) assess the geomorphic processes affecting the site; 2) assess the biological processes affecting the site; and 3) assess cultural processes affecting the site, including those that may be responses to natural processes.
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