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Abstract: This task agreement outlines plans to complete the accuracy assessment for vegetation maps of Capulin National Monument (CAVO) and Pecos National Historical Park (PECO) in the Southern Plains Inventory and Monitoring Network (SOPN).   Accuracy assessment protocols will follow the U.S. Geological Survey – National Park Service Vegetation Mapping Program (VMP) guidelines for content, precision and accuracy.  Accuracy assessments will be conducted on the final maps to determine producer and user accuracies.  The number of sample points per map unit will vary with park, map unit size, and number of polygons.  For PECO, a minimum of 200 total assessment points will be collected (approximately 10 points per map unit).  Because CAVO is a small park, a minimum of 50 total sample points will be collected (approximately five points per map unit).  Sample points will be randomly positioned in an area away from the positional error associated with the polygon boundary.  If the size of a polygon prevents the random positioning of the sample point, the point will be placed furthest from the boundary.  Map accuracy will be expressed using contingency matrices adjusted with a Kappa index.  The producer and user accuracies determined from the contingency matrices will be presented with 90% confidence intervals.  The project will be carried out cooperatively between SOPN, CAVO, PECO, and Natural Heritage New Mexico of the University of New Mexico.  The project budget is $65,472 and a final report is due by December 30, 2008.    
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