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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  

Research of all kinds has been taking place in National Park Service (NPS) units for over a century. While the NPS traditionally has had control of the cultural specimens derived from archeological research, natural history specimens and their associated field records are largely unknown and undocumented, unless they were collected by park staff and immediately deposited with the park unit.  The results of outside research in NPS units have not been captured appropriately and as a result, the specimens resulting from this collecting activity have been deposited in institutions all over the United States and some internationally.  Because little  information exists for natural history collections stored in non-federal repositories parks are not able to plan for permanent curation for or able to report on these specimens as backlog collections on individual park Collection Management Reports (CMR). This project is designed as a pilot study to create and test a process that could be used for identifying NPS-owned natural history museum collections that are currently stored in non-federal repositories (universities or private/state museums) and inform on costs for this work.  The focus is specimens, samples, and field records from parks in the Intermountain Region. The project will provide diverse entry-level opportunities in the areas of museum collections research and museum database work for students.  


