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Abstract:   This project will enable the Intermountain Region Museum Services Program to assist parks in the identification of hazardous nitrate negatives and unstable cellulose diacetate negatives in the museum collections and throughout the park.  Identified nitrate negatives will be isolated, appropriate freezer storage located for these hazardous materials, and the negatives prepared for relocation, as necessary.  

Research will be conducted to determine whether the negatives have ever been duplicated and the quality of those duplicates.  Duplicates will be examined to determine whether they meet archival standards.  The cooperator will provide training to park staff on preserving the negatives, monitoring them for deterioration, and managing the associated health and safety issues.  The final project report will identify the number, size, condition, and location of the negatives; whether they have been cataloged, and whether an archival duplicate has been made. This information will enable the NPS to develop a regional preservation plan.

This project will be used as an intensive training opportunity for the cooperator’s staff and students to learn how to identify cellulose nitrate and cellulose diacetate negatives from other media, determine the quality of duplicate negatives, learn appropriate packaging techniques for preservation and transport; and learn about the health and safety hazards, monitoring protocols, and appropriate management strategies for these media in sufficient detail to train others.
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