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Abstract: 
NPS parks in Arizona, the NPS Western Archeological and Conservation Center (WACC), and The University of Arizona Herbarium (UA) will collaborate to capture digital images of park herbarium specimens located at WACC and UA and post them on the web for public access.  Eleven parks (Casa Grande NM, Chiricahua NM, Coronado NM, Fort Bowie NHS, Montezuma Castle NM, Navajo NM, Organ Pipe Cactus NM, Saguaro NP, Tonto NM, Tumacacori NHP, Tuzigoot NM) have 8,400 park herbarium specimens on loan to WACC and UA.  WACC and UA serve as repositories, managing park specimens on a day-to-day basis and providing physical access to the specimens.  This project will capture digital images of an estimated 8,400 specimens and make them and related data available on the web.  Park and university staff, researchers and others will be able to access the specimens virtually from their desks, thus decreasing physical access to and the negative impact of handling the specimens while vastly increasing actual use of the information.  These images and data will be readily accessible to park staff and partners, such as partners in Landscape Conservation Cooperatives, to inform resource management and interpretation programs; to UA staff to enhance teaching and research; to other members of the scientific community to facilitate research; to school teachers and students; amateur botanists; garden clubs; and other members of the public, both in the US and internationally, who have an interest in Arizona flora.  The images and data will be posted on SEINet at http://swbiodiversity.org/seinet/index.php and on the NPS Web Catalog at http://www.museum.nps.gov/ .  
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