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Many cooperators were involved in this long-term project to improve the storage and accessibility of objects housed at the Western Archeological and Conservation Center. New employees and student workers were trained in NPS museum standards, especially those related to processing and re-housing objects. Safety issues were also an important part of their training, since a lot of lifting was required.
Cooperators Iverson, Bey, Bilyeu, and Taylor performed the majority of work related to the implementation of the furniture plan. Cooperator Iverson and NPS Registrar Kim Beckwith developed the furniture plan and worked with movers to relocate large, heavy furniture pieces. Furniture carriages were installed and cooperators moved smaller furniture to new storage units, labeled storage racks, and updated storage locations in ICMS.

Cooperators Bilyeu, Bey, Taylor, Blaz, Cattanach, and Alexander performed the majority of work related to the “Rims and Bases” project. During this project, old cabinets were replaced with new ones, and cabinets were fitted with rolling bases and safety rims. Cooperators removed drawers from cabinets and moved drawers to temporary locations. They removed the top cabinet using a hydraulic lift truck and then lifted the bottom cabinet with a pallet jack. After cleaning beneath/behind the cabinets, they positioned rolling bases and lowered the bottom cabinet onto the base. They fitted rims on top of bottom cabinets and replaced the top cabinet into the rim. All drawers were returned to their appropriate cabinets. More than 200 cabinets have been fitted with rims and rolling bases. During this project, cooperators also worked to consolidate objects and drawers to maximize available space. Cooperators also tested drawers and cabinets to determine if any were overcrowded or overweight, and appropriate changes were made as needed. Cooperators surveyed available space and marked cabinets with room for growth. During this process, keys for all new and old cabinets were tested and any needs for duplicates were met and a test of all master keys was completed. Cooperators re-housed items as needed and updated locations for all relocated collections.
Cooperator Kipling surveyed 58 textiles from Chiricahua National Monument to assess their condition and treatment needs. The survey consisted of written descriptions of damage and graphic documentation. An estimate of treatment time was made for each object. Of the 58 textiles, approximately 90% were removed from box storage and rolled for long term storage by Cooperators Bey, Taylor, and Kipling. All rolled textiles were digitally photographed and locations were updated in ICMS. Bey and Taylor also photographed textiles being rolled by volunteers from the Tucson Handweavers and Spinners Guild. Their work with volunteers resulted in the photography of approximately 600 additional historic textiles from Chiricahua National Monument. Description information was also gathered, but information has not yet been entered in ICMS. Cooperators Mills, Wyler, Taylor, Kopelva, and Blaz cut metal poles for new rolled storage units, conducted inventory of textile boxes and rolled units, moved and stored textiles, and created labels. During the textile rolling project, locations were updated in ICMS and new labels were created for all relocated collections.

Cooperators Hoskins, Keck, Quinn, and Fuka monitored workers in the collection repository. Quinn and D’Elia built rolling bakers racks and storage carts. Hoskins, D’Elia, and Madden organized and moved boxes and supplies in supply storage rooms. Cooperator Fuka wrote the final report on all project activities.
