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Zion National Park is within the traditional homeland of many Southern Paiute tribal bands.  In its efforts to improve interpretive programs to reflect the historic and contemporary presence of the Paiute people the park is initiating a project to record traditional Paiute basket-making for both tribal and park uses.  Southern Paiute peoples have a long tradition of basketry – a craft that, with the passage of time is in danger of being lost forever. This project is designed to work with a number of Southern Paiute bands to video document interviews with basket-makers still acting in their craft.  The video interviews will record basket weaving techniques and ethnographic information related to traditional basket-making.  The videos will be edited with tribal approval for use in the park’s visitor center.  Additional video products will be edited solely for tribal purposes. 
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Southern Paiute Basket Weaver (1940)











